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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GAS. 
Tothe Select and Common Councils. 


The Committee on lighting the city with gas, to 
whom was referred the remonstrance of sundry citizens 
against its introduction, accompanied by an offer from 
Thomas W. Morgan to supply the city with oil, 

Report—That they have duly weighed the matter 
contained in those communications, and made such in- 
quiries as the nature and importance of the various sub- 
jects referred to, especially the remonstrance, seemed 
to require. 

The remonstrance sets forth sundry reasons, which, 
in the opinion of the signers, should be considered by 
Councils as sufficient ground for rejecting an ordinance, 
reported by this committee, for the construction of gas 
works. 


In connexion with this remonstance, the signers have | 


presented a document,purporting to be an account of nu- 
merous accidents and disasters,* attributed tothis mode 
of lighting, and as the incidents referred to in this 
** chapter of accidents” are manifestly the foundation of 


all the objections urged by the remonstrants, the com- 


mittee have felt themselves bound to bestow upon them 
an attention which they could not otherwise have claim- 
ed. In proceeding to explain the circumstances to 


which these documents refer,the committee feel bound to | 


protest, at the outset, against all those statements, in 
support of which, no other evidence is nroduced by the 
remonstrants than the irresponsible accounts contained 
in newspapers, the mere perusal of which must strike any 
candid and reflecting man as either gross exaggerations 
or fabricated, like much other coin circulated through 
the same channel. Nevertheless, thatthey might not 
appear to undervalue statements which a number of 


their respectable fellow citizens haye deemed impor- | 


tant, an inquiry was instituted, concerning all within the 
reach of direct and unequivocal testimony. 
quiry has elicited facts and statements, which coming as 
they do, from the most authentic sources, are entitled 


to our highest confidence, and are therefore appended | 


to this report. 

It will not be denied, that public streets may be light- 
ed with gas in a manner much superior to that by any 
other means; and itis presumed that the citizens who 
have remonstrated against its introduction, would free- 
ly withdraw their objections if convinced that they are 
without foundation, or that the great improvements 
which have been made of late years in the manufac- 
ture of gas, have completely, or, in the main, overcome 
the dangers or inconvenience which they fear. 

The two first objections urged in the remonstance, 
are so nearly allied, that they may be treated under the 
same head, andare of so serious a character as to de- 
mand careful consideration. 

They are—‘* The account of explosions, loss of life, 


and destruction of property, where this mode of lighting \ 


has been adopted.” 

Secondly—‘*‘ They consider gas as ignitable as gun- 
powder, and nearly as fatal in its effects.” 

The evidence appended to this report directly con- 
tradicts the first of these objections, and shows how lit- 





* See page 63. 
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| tle reliance is to be placed on the document presented 
| by the remonstrants. 
| Your committee will meet the second objection with 
| two distinct propositions. 
| First—That carburetted hydrogen gus is not of itself 
explosive. 
Second— That this gas is not of itselfignitable at all. 
A lighted candle put intoa gasometer will be instant- 
ly extinguished—for flame can in no case be sustained 
unless supplied with oxygen. It is clear, therefore, that 
)no explosion can take place, nor can any light be emit- 
| ted until the gas is mixed with atmospheric air, from 
| which it imbibes its oxygen. So longas gas is preserv- 
| ed by itself in close receivers, no accident can occur— 
and further, the mixture cannot be ignited, except by 
the application of flame—a spark or coal will fall into 
| it without effect. 
In 1823, the matter claimed the attention of the Bri- 
| tish Parliament, and was theroughly investigated by a 
; committee, who, in the course of an examination which 
| lasted several weeks, elicited the best information the 
| kingdom could produce. 
The result of this inquiry will be found in the follow- 
| ing abstract of their report. 
| §* Your committee are of opinion that the danger like- 
| ly to arise from gasometers and gasworks, is not so great 
as has been supposed, and that, therefore, the necessi- 
‘ty of inference by legislative enactments pointed out in 
the reports referred to them, does not press at the pre- 
| sent period of the session. 
| §*It appears that great improvements have taken 
place in the apparatus, machinery, and management of 
gas works since 1814, the date of the report from the 
committee of the Royal Society, which have very much 
lessened the danger from such works, and that improve- 
ments are daily making in every part of them that must 
, still further lessen the danger necessarily attendant on 
such establishments. 

‘¢ The evidence sufficiently supports the opinion that 
the risk of accident or danger is but small, if the ordi- 
nary care and attention necessary in every large esta- 
' blishment,is paid by the officers and workmen employ- 

edin the premises. 
“It is in evidence, that carburetted hydrogen gas, 
usually supplied to the public, is not of itself explosive, 
but that, in order to render it so, a mixture of from five 
_ to twelve parts of atmospheric air, and the application of 
flame, is necessary, whilst the manner in which the gas- 
ometer houses are generally built, renders it extremely 
difficult to form the mixture requisite for explosion, 
and consequently,renders the chance of accident remote. 

“The danger attendant on the use of gas in the streets 

and passages, appears also to be small, and that it will, 
probably, by the better management and care of the 
| persons employed in these establishments, be hence- 
| forth lessened. 
‘*Your committee cannot close their report without 
expressing their satisfaction that the public have ob- 
‘tained so great and so rapidly increasing a means of 
adding to the convenience and comfort of society, as 
‘the use of gas, under due mansyzement, must afford: 
‘and they are of opinion, that,,as a means of police,much 
| benefit would be derived from its general introduction 
\to light the streets of this metropolis.” 
Ten years have elapsed since this report was made, 
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and no action has since been found necessary in that 
country for similar reasons. It has for ever set at rest 
the ill-grounded apprehension of the weak and igno- 
rant, and suspended the opposition of the interested 
antagonist. From that moment the system has had its 
uncontrolled sway. Public attention was excited, and 
the rapidity of its course has been unrivalled by any 
other art or invention. 

As the remonstrance under consideration referred es- 
pecially to numerous accidents which had occurred in 
this country, your committee conceived it their duty to 
lay before councils the best information they could ob- 
tain onthesubject. They therefore addressed a letter 
to Hon. Charles Wells, Mayor of Boston, 

Hon, Gideon Lee, Mayor of New York, 

Hon. Jesse Hunt, Mayor of Baltimore. 

The replies of these gentlemen, together with a letter 
from Hon. Jacob Small, formerly Mayor of Baltimore, 
addressed to J. K. Kane, Esq. chairman of the gas com- 
mittee in 1826, in reply to similar inquiries, will be ap- 
pended to this report. 

The third objection urged is in the following terms: 


| 


Hence the necessity of keeping the pressure uniform, 
and so regulating it as to correspond with the quantity 
of gas in consumption. 

In the early stages of the art, it was found difficult to 
effect this object; but in consequence of the improve- 
ments which have been made in the machinery, this dif- 
ficulty has vanished; and the lights, in well constructed 
works, are kept up with perfect uniformity, In the 
preservation of a uniform light, much depends upon the 
location of the works, and character of the ground over 
which the conduit pipes pass. The gas, being of less 
specific gravity than atmospheric air, will ascend ris- 
sing ground with sufficient velocity, under very slight 
pressure; while much pressure will be required to com- 
pel it to descend; consequently the velocity with which 
it issues from the burners, will vary at different points, 
on the same line of pipe, if there exist any considerable 
undulation in the ground. 

It is necessary, therefore, in locating the regulating 
gasometer stations, to seek the most depressed points 
in the city to be lighted. 

It was for this cause that your committee selected the 


** They believe the vast number of fires in New York and | Dock street lot as the first gasometer station, and ad- 
other cities, may in a great measure be ascribed to this | vised that the great feeding main should be laid in Wa- 
mode of lighting; the leakage of pipes and carelessness of | ter street. 


stopping off the gas, furnish almost daily instances of its 
Satal effects.” 


By a reference to their former report, it will be seen 
that the larger street pipes are so arranged as to reach 


This objection has not the smallest shadow of foun-| other depressed points in the eastern plane of the city, 
dation. An appeal to common sense may convince us| designed for future gasometer stations; and the pipes 
that a fixed light cannot be so dangerous as a portable } designed for Dock street, and Third street, are larger 


one, 


To extinguish gas light, it must be stopped off;| than the wants of those streets require, in order to 


and if the pipe leaks, the smeil of the gas will detect it. | make the transmission of gas more easy among the se- 
In.addition tothe evidence contained in the letters | veral regulating stations. In this city, especially, a re- 


appended, your committee addressed a letter to Mr.} gularity of light may be preserved with great facility; 
W. W. Fox, President of the New York Gas Company, | the slope of the streets being so uniform as to present 
who has transmitted a letter from the Presidents of six | no obstacle to the accomplishment of this desirable ob- 





Insurance Companies, of which the following is a copy: 
Mr. Wm. W. Fox, 

Dear Sir—In reply to your inquiry, whether the in- 
troduction of gas lights into buildings is deemed by this 
company to have increased the hazard from fire, [ have 
the pleasure to state that, upon its first use in this city, 
the Fire Companies generally came to the conclusion, 
that their risks were not enhanced thereby, and premi- 
ums were of course, not varied. Indeed, it is obvious 
that the fixed position of the gas lights renders them less 
liable to communicate to any combustible material than 
portable lights of either candles or oil lamps. 

Very respectfully, 
J. WORTHINGTON, 
President of Franklin Fire Insurance Co. 
(Signed) 
Jno. Laurence, President Merchants’ Fire Insurance 

Company. 

A. L. Unperuitt, President Fulton Fire Insurance 

Company. 
E. Lorp, President Manhattan Insurance Company. 
Jno. Leonanp,President of Firemen’s Insurance Co. 
‘Tromas R. Mencein, President Equitable Company. 
Cuas. Town, President tna Insurance Company. 


The fourth objection urged is to the “uncertainty of 


the light, sometimes suddenly disappearing and leaving 
streets and houses in darkness,”’ 

The occurrence of such a disaster the committee 
have witnessed, While they cannot admit that a tem- 
porary inconvenience, and one so easily remedied, is 
any argument against a great and positive convenience, 
they have taken occasion to examine into the cause, in 
order entirely to obviate the difficulty in works to be 
erected; and being satisfied that no evil could result 
from this cause, they deemed it unnecessary to advert 
to it, 

The constancy and perfection of gas lights depend 
upon the iniformity of velocity, with which the gas is- 
sues from the burner. 
the pressure under which it flows, must cause a corres- 
ponding alteration in the size and brilliancy of the flame. 


Consequently, any change of 


ject. 

The total disappearance of light is caused by a mo- 
mentary suspension of pressure, and can only occur in 
those works where the gasometers are allowed to de- 
pend on their gravity alone, to keep them perpendicu- 
lar in the tanks. In such cases, if by any accident the 
gasometer rest on an obstruction in the tank, the pres- 
sure on the gas will be relieved, until the gasometer is 
| freed; a suspension of flow is the consequence, This 
' accident is liable to happen if the sides of the tank are 
not exactly perpendicular. The difficulty, however, 

has been entirely overcome, in later constructed works, 
'where the gasometers are supplied with friction 
| wheels, round the lower edge, which keep them free- 
ly suspended, 


The ‘ Fifth objection is, that the waters of the Dela- 
| ware and Schuylkill must soon experience the deterioration 
| which has reduced the water of the Thames to its present 
| impure and unhealthy state, for no reservoirs will be able 
to contain the immense fetid drains from such an esta- 
| blishment, to the destruction of the immense shoals of 
| shad, herring, and other fish with which they abound.” 

In confirmation of this objection, the evidence of fish- 
ermen and others, who attribute the destruction of fish 
in the Thames chiefly to the discharge from the gas 
works, is adduced. 

These charges were made at the time by the persons 
alluded to; and in consequence thereof, and certain le- 
gal proceedings, the practice of casting the residual 
matters into the river, was thenceforth discontinued. 

The gas companies were in the habit of discharging 
the fcetid lime water used in purification into the sewers, 
which flowed into the Thames: for this offence the 
Dorset street company was indicted, and the nuisance 
abated. From that time certain of the companies eva- 
porated their lime water under the retorts, for use; oth- 
ers merely drained off the water and sold the lime for 
manure. 

If the remonstrants had made inquiry at Baltimore, 
they would have found a gas factory located in the 
middle of the city, all complaints respecting which had 
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ceased as long ago as 1826, as will be perceived by Mr. | 


Why Mr, Morgan should have presented this offer 


Small’s letter appended. Now all the refuse of this | before any advertisement for proposals had been issued, 
factory had, until November last, to pass some hundred | and for the extraordinary term of five years, is to be 


feet over the pavement before it arrived at the entrance 
of the sewer; and it can hardly be supposed that the 
inhabitants of that city would have scarcely endured the 
passage of “immense fetid drains” along their streets, 
without complaint, fora long series of years. 

The factjs, that nothing passes from well conducted 





found in the phraseology of the proposal, namely, to 
bear upon the decision of Councils on the question now 
under consideration; and regarding it as offered for that 
purpose, it shall be considered accordingly. 

The introduction of this subject brings again under 


| discussion that part of the former report of this commit- 


coal gas works but water; all the residual matters be- oe which relates to the comparative economy of coal 


ing markétable, and forming a vast source of revenue. 


gasand oil. Before proceeding further, your commit- 


This water having been used to hold in solution, the | tee must apologise for the grievous offence for which 
lime used in purification, is more or less tainted and of | 80 much censure has been bestowed upon them in the 


disagreeable odour. The committee therefore recom- 


public prints, that of quoting oil at one dollar per gallon, 


mended in their former report, that a pipe be laid un- while Mr. Morgan will furnish it at eighty cents. 


der ground, to convey this tainted water under the 


In extenuation, they will refer Councils to the Price 


tide; well knowing that no evil could result to the shad, | Current, in which they will find the average price of 
especially in a river which they have long ceased to | winter and summer strained,from January to June last, 


frequent. 

If there are any fears on this head, a sink dug to the 
gravel will absorb every thing that flows from the 
works. 

The Sixth and final objection is in these words: 

‘* The constant digging of the streets, and the circum- 


quoted at 874 cents; in September it advanced to 95 
| cents; during October and November, it was steady at 
| $1; in December it advanced to 1024 cents, at which 
| price it rested at the date of the offer, that is, summer 

oil 95 cents, winter 110, average 1024. 

It was impossible for the committee to divine Mr. 


stances of the gus pipes, which, at the intersection of each | Morgan’s secret intentions, or to know how far the New 
square, must come in contact with the water pipes, are | Bedford whalemen might deem it to be for their inter- 


diffi 
avoid. 

The latter part of this objection has no foundation, as 
the pipes never can come in contact any where. ‘The 
first part is an inconvenience, but not so great as the 
remonstrants would have us believe. © 

They have in their perception the great annoyance 
experienced when the water pipes were laid down, and 
it the same scene was acted over again, the objection 
would be worth consideration, but the cases are far dif- 
ferent. It will be recollected, that in laying down the 
water pipes, the superintendent was obliged to dig the 
trench in the middle of the street, to an average depth 
of six feet, the esrth therefrom occupying the entire 
space between the trench and curb stone on one side, 
while the other side was encumbered with pipes, tools, 
and the operations of the workmen, thus rendering the 
street almost impassible. In addition to this, the ope- 
ration was generally delayed by the necessity of remov- 
ing the old wooden logs, the strect remaining for along 
time unpaved, to give time for the proper consolidation 
of the disturbed earth. 

On the other hand, gas pipes are of smaller dimen- 
sions, and are to be laid but half the depth—two lines 
in a street, either close to the curb or under the foot- 
way. By layingone line ata time, no interruption of 
passage will occur, and the quantity of earth removed 
so small that, as in other cities, it may be rammed and 
repaved without delay. 


ies and evils which they would most anxiously 
” 


| est to make a sacrifice on the smali quantity used for 
| public purposes, in order to ensure a monopoly of the 
|market to private customers and prevent competition; 
| and it was not till the offer was made by him that the 
| magnitude of the object to be gained was perceived, or 
the motives of the opposition to the gas works appre- 
ciated. 
The great dissimilarity between the market price of 

| oil, and the offer, induced the committee to make a simi- 

lar comparison for former years; and they find that in 

1827, the contract price was 61 cents; the average 

price of the two oils at the time of the contract was 
| made, 624 cents; difference 14 cents. 








Contract price. Market price. Difference, 
1828 65 cents. 69 cents. 5 cents. 
1829 66 2-3 714 4 86-100 
| 1830 72 774 54 
| 1831 77 85 8 
1832 83 874 43 


| Thus the greatest difference between the market and 
| contract prices, in the last six years, was eight cents 
(per gallon; and that contract was made shortly after 
| Mr. Johnson’s resolution in Common Council, to inguire 


| into the expediency of constructing gas works. The offer « 


| of Mr. Morgan to supply oil at 224 cents below the mar- 
| ket price,can only be attributed to a determination on 
| the part of the New Bedford whalemen, for whom he 
sells, to prevent, if possible, the creation of any compe- 
| tition in the sale of oil to private consumers, even at a 


if the same plan should be pursued here that obtains | sacrifice on that used for public purposes. And in this 


in Boston and Baltimore, the inconvenience will not be 
felt. 

There the men are divided into separate gang's, each 
operating in theirrespective spheres, so that the trench 
is dug, pipes laid, earth filled in, rammed and repaved 


design, we must give them credit, for setting usan ex- 
ample of that long-sighted policy for which our north- 
ern brethren are celebrated; an example which it might 
be well for us to follow. 

In the former report your committee compared the 


on the same day, leaving but a few feet open to com- | value of coal gas as relating to oil, at 200 feet of the 


mence the next day’s operation. 
In conclusion, your committee would take occasion 


| former to one gallon ofthe latter. 


It appears that some apprehension has arisen on the 


to suggest, that the objections made by the remon- | part of certain individuals, who suppose the committee 


strants have in no case been sustained by competent 
testimony; but,on the contrary,have been confuted in the 
most ample and satisfactory manner by the evidence 
hereto appended, which has been furnished by gentle- 
men of the highest authority, both as regards their 
acquaintance with the subjects on which they have certi- 
fied, and their known respectability of character. 
Having shown that the objections urged by the re- 
monstrants are founded on error, your committee next 
proceed to consider the offer made by Thomas W. Mor- 
gan, to supply the city lamps with oil for five years,at 80 
‘eents per gallon, half winter and half summer strained. 


intended to estimate the cost of manufacture of coal 
gas at $3 334 per 1000 feet. The committee made no 
estimate of the cost of manufacture. They contented 
themselves with stating that $3 334 was the selling or 
market price of coal gas, and showed that the compa- 
ny who make it,sell at that price, and are now deriving 
handsome profits. Surely this is plain enough to any 
one not pre-determined to misunderstand. In fact this 
corporation will make a handsome profit by manufactu- 
ring and vending coal gas at that price; and the com- 
mittee proposed to expend the profits in giving the 
citizens light in the public streets. 
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In comparing the economy of the two modes of light- | ject, and extending their inquiries to all authentic sour- 
ing, as respects the citizens generally, the refail price of | ces within their reach, 
oil must be taken into view. Tothem it must bea mat-| Reported, ‘That they were satisfied, that the projio- 
ter of some moment to receive their nightly supply of | sed plan of lighting the City, would be more effectual, 
light without even the trouble of cleaning lamps or insert- | cheaper, and in some respects less troublesome, than 
ing wicks, at a cost of 662-3 cents per gallon for oil, | that now pursued, and that the opportunity which it 
for that would be the retail cost of 200 feet of gas, instead | would present to the citizens of employing gas to illu- 
of paying, as they are now doing, from 110 to 125 cents | minate shops and large buildings throughout the city, 
for oil. If.we were to consider these works merely as | would be found generally advantageous.” 
regards the expense of public lighting, the object would Their report was unfavourable to the application, but 
be small indeed. It is the duty of every legislature to | suggested several inquiries. ‘The most important was, 
advance the general interests of the people with whose | *‘whether it would not be wiser and safer, more accor- 
government it is entrusted. dant with the established policy of this city, and in the 

The mere saving of a few shillings in the tax bill is! end more for its pecuniary interest, to rely for the sup- 
of minor consideration, when compared with the gene- | ply of Gas, on the manufactories conducted by an officer 
ral comfort, convenience, and positive good, to be de-| of the City, at its cost, and under its exclusive control.” 
rived by a community, from any great public measure.| At this suggestion, a second committee was formed of 

The broad question is always to be considered, whe- | three members of each Council, whose report gives ev- 
ther a proposed measure will be a general benefit to the | idence that they investigated the subject very closely; 
citizens or not. The measure now proposed, is the | while they postponed, for reasons assigned, any imme- 
construction of gas works. | diate action. They go on to state, 

Independently of the consideration, that the profits of| That, they are persuaded, from the information they 
these works will, in the course of a few years, relieve | have collected, that the lapse of a few years, will make 
the citizens entirely from taxes for lighting the streets, | it proper to consider this question again. The expe- 
while that object will be attained in a manner far supe- | rience of all the principal cities in England, and two in 
rior to the present mode. The inevitable consequence | this country, which are now lighted with gas, is uniform, 
will be, by the creation of competition, that while those | with regard to its general expediency, and further that, 
who use the gas will procure the same amount oflight| It appears by the ordinance before the committee, 
at a far cheaper rate—others who do not, will feel the | that the manufacture of gas, from coal, or oil, does not, 
effects, in the price of oil itself. | in the present improved state of the process, produce 

Of the amount of this saving, your committee can | noxious or offensive smell in the neighbourhood, either 
form no adequate estimate; not having the necessary | of the manufactory or of the culverts, by which the 
data to show the quantity of oil consumed during a! refuse matter is carried off, ina greater degree, than 
year in the city; but that it is immense, there can be no | other manufacturing processes which are always permit- 
question. If, therefore, the manufacture and sale of ted in cities—that it does not involve peculiar danger or 
gas, ata price which we have the most positive evi- | liabilities to accident—that it does not require extraor- 
dence yields a handsome profit, will produce such be- | dinary care, or experience on the part of the workmen, 
nefits to the citizens gerierally, the Councils are not | while under the direction of a faithful superintendent, 
justified in refusing to introduce it, while they steadily | and that the supply of gas, from a well regulated man- 
refuse any one else the privilege to do so. | ufactory, is not exposed to irregularity, or occasional 

Your committee are aware, that this report has been | intermission; but is certain and constant, under all cir- 
already extended to an unusual length, but the impor- | cumstances. 


tance of the measure, and the deep interest it has excit- | It further appears, by the same evidence, that the 
ed, must be their apology for trespassing still longer on | use of gas is not dangerous; that it is not more hazard- 
the time of Council. | ous to property, or life, than other kinds of light; and 


Perhaps it may not be strictly within rules, to notice | is not offensive to the smell, or unsteady; but that on 
any matter in a report, but that directly referred, but | the contrary, it is generally employed in hotels, manu- 
the bitter attacks which have been made in the public | factories, theatres, and other buildings, where there are 
prints upon this project, and in some cases, personal at- | facilities to procure it. That where it has been used to 
tacks on this Committee, make it proper for them to trace | light the streets of cities, the effects of its superior 
the action of former Councils in relation thereto, | brilliancy, have been areduced necessity for a large 

They do this with less reluctance, as the able report | night police, and a sensible diminution in the number 
of a former Committee sheds much light on the subject, | of crimes, and the introduction of it into cities has been 
and may perhaps aid the Councils in their decision, | uniformly deemed a public benefit by their citizens,” 

The first action of Council was in the session of} After noticing the offer made by Messrs. Robinson 
1826-27, upon an offer made by Messrs, Robinson & | & Long, the committee go on to show, 

Long, to supply the City lamps, within the range of; ‘Thata much greater saving may be made in the 
their pipes, with as much gas as would give double the | end, by establishing manufactories, at the expense of 
light as the oil lamps in use, at the same price as the oil | the city, from which the public lamps should be sup- 
lamps cost. Provided permission was given to lay pipes plied, and the right of using the gas vended to the citi- 
in the streets. This offer was subsequently extended} zens. Indeed it is doubted whether the profits of the 


so as to light the Public lamps free of all cost. | gas sold, would not, in the result, nearly defray the ex- 
With this application came the following recommen- | pense of lighting the city.” > 
dation: This report is signed by Messrs. J. K. Kane, J. Don- 





‘©We the subscribers, citizens of Philadelphia, being | aldson, Chas. Massey, Jr., T. Hale, and Samuel Weth- 
anxious for the improvement of our City, would be glad | crill, and your committee consider their opinion as enti- 
if Councils would take into consideration the foregoing | tled to great weight. 


application.” (Signed ) From the time this report was made, December, 1826, 
Cadwallader Evans, Jos. $. Lewis, | it appears that the construction of gas works, at city 
Coleman Sellers, Jno. Evans, | expense, when the proper time should arrive, has been 
C. W. Peale, Geo. Vaux, | anticipated by all parties, and accordingly, every appli- 
P. A. Brown, Ed. S. Burd, | cation by private companies, for permission to lay pipes 
Thos. P. Cope, R. A. Caldcleugh. | in the streets, has been refused. In 1827, the question 
John Bacon. was brought again before Common Council,and carried, 


__ This application was referred to a Committee consist- | but failed in the other chamber. 
ing of Messrs. J. K. Kane, Jos. Donaldson, Levi Garrett,| Other actions have since been had, upon private ap- 
Thomas Hale, who, after carefully examining the sub-| plications, but no serious effort, on the part of the citi- 















1833. 








zens was made, until the session of 1831-2, when three 
petitions were resented, wherein, “the petitioners call 
the attention of councils to the expediency and proprie- 
ty of erecting, at the expense of the corporation, suit- 
able works for the supply of gas, for lighting the streets 
and private houses, They were impressed with a be- 
lief, that the corporation of Philadelphia, availing itself 
of the experience of other cities, may now embark in 
such a project with decided advantage, and witha cer- 
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The presentation of memorials containing so strong 
an expression of the wishes of the citizens, could not 
fail to attract that attention from councils which the 
importance of the subject demanded. 

Accordingly, Messrs. Lippincott, Neff, Pettit, Weth- 
erill, Moss, and Lehman were appointed to renew in- 
vestigations upon it, 

This committee appear to have made all the inqui- 
ries necessary to arrive at correct conclusions. They 





tainty of avoiding every reasonable objection on the | corresponded with individuals versed in the art,. pro- 


score of inconvenience or expense. They believe, 
moreover, that when gas works shall have been erected 
on a proper plan, the city may derive such a profit from 





cured estimates of the cost of works and the manufac- 
ture, and satisfactory evidence as to its utility, econo- 
my, and expediency. The report of their proceedings, 


the sale of light to private establishments, as will repay | in favor of granting the prayer of the petitioners, was 
the expense of lighting our streets, in a superior style; | made to Select Council, on the 13th of September, 
and at no very distant period, sink the capital original- | 1832, accompanied by two resolutions, which were 
ly expended. If these views be correct, your honour- |; considered and passed, without division, on the 4th of 
able bodies will not hesitate to adopt a measure, so im- ; October. 


portant to the convenience and security of many private 
individuals, and so well calculated, by increasing the light 
of streets, toaid the operations of the general police.”’ 


These memorials were signed by 


Thos. P. Cope 
W. Platt 
James Perot 
J. K. Kane 
Edw. B.- Garrigues 
Amos Taylor 
Lawrence Lewis 
E. L. Carey 
Saml. Palmer 
J. S. Hollingsworth 
John Saunderson 
John Philips 
Francis King 
S. V. Merrick 
Chas, Johnston 
Isaac Lloyd 
J. Philips 
Wm. Niel 
Thos. A. Wright 
A. Sellers, jr. 
Saml. Ross 
Wm. C. Cooper 
Armon W. Davis 
"Thos. C. Garret 
Danl. B. Griffin 
E. S. Simmons 
John Eberle, jr. 
John Davis 
Ed, C. Mielke 
Jas. Williams 
Richard Price 
Wm. J. Shellas 
Edw. C. Biddle 
S. G. Morton 
Jos. Price, jr. 
Saml. P. Griffith 
J. S. Rose 
James Kitchen 
Isaac Lea 
A. Hart 
James Large 
J. N. Hammes 
John Latour 
John A. Coffee 
Jas. Latimer 
Saml. J. Robbins 
Thomas Melton 
N. Bunker 
C. Hedélius 
A. L. Hart 
Caleb S Wright 
Chas. Robb 
Wm. Robb 
Wm. Biddle 
J, Kerr 


C. Newbold 

R. M. Lewis 
Franklin Platt 
John Fritz 

H. D. Gilpin 

S. Bringhurst 
Ed. Needies 

G. W. Dixon 

A. S. Roberts 
Oliver Cope 

Jas. M. Key 

A. S. Mackie 

A. Russell 

Wm. M. Collins 
Geo. Peterman 
Caleb Cope 
Saml. S. Penrose 
C. Price 

R. S. Kennedy 
Saml. Spackman 
John White 
Alfred Cope 
Thomas Earp 
T. Wickersham 
M. E. Israel 

M. Hanson 
Charles Humphreys 
John Rutherford 
John Watson & Co. 
Isaac Starr 
Thos. Simpson 
R. Battius 


James Glentworth, jr. 


D. Winnebrener 
Jos. Roberts 
Solomon Temple 
J. K. Williams 
W. F. Krumbhaar 
W.R. Kitchen 
Richard Price 
Edw. Leadwick 
Edw. Roberts 
Ed. R. Evans 
John Biddle 
Wm. H. Barrington 
Geo. W. Watson 
Norwood Penrose 
And. Garret 
Nicholas Newlin 
Oliver Fuller 
Chas. J. Thomas 
S. W. Smith 
Henry Troth 
Philip Garret 


| 
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** Resolved, By thé Select and Common Councils, that 
it is expedient to adopt a plan for lighting the streets of 
the city with gas, and for supplying public and private 
buildings with the same.” 

‘*Resolved, That a committee of three members be 
appointed to examine the property at the corner of Ches- 
nut and Schuylkill Front-sts. and report on the measures 
proper to be taken in order to establish a gas factory ac- 
cording tothe views contained in a report made by a com- 
mittee of Councils, September 13, 1832,”?* 

The close of the session being near at hand, the re- 
port and resolutions, as adup/ed, were referred to the 
early attention of the next Council. 

Thus, a measure which had received the sanction of 
all former committees, and had been postponed under 
proper considerations at the time, was, upon the peti- 
tion of a large number of highly respectable citizens, 
finally considered and resolved upon by the Councils of 
1832, who have left their resolutions to be carried into 
effect by their successors. Accordingly, at the first 
meeting of Council, the undersigned were appointed to 

| Esper the measures necessary to carry these resolu- 
tions into effect, who proceeded to review the labors 
of their predecessors. 
| Being aware of the great losses which have occurred 
| in the construction of public works, from the circum- 
stance of those having the general superintendence 





being compelled, for want of practical information, to : 


depend solely on the agents employed, your committee 
| determined that no censure should be attached to tiem 
on that ground. ‘They, therefore, asked and obtained 
| leave to visit all the works in this country, for the pur- 
| pose of making themselves acquainted with the art in 
\its practical details. The result of this inquiry was 
|a further confirmation of the opinions heretofore de- 
| tailed by other committees, as to the general expe- 
| diency of the measure. 
The reportt of this committee, while it embraced as 
much general information as was deemed necessary, 
was not intended as an argument upon the expediency 
of the measure, as it was believed the adoption of the 
system of lighting had been determined on. Their es- 
timate of expense appears to have been as much mis- 
| understood as other items. The desire of the commit- 
| tee was to inform Councils of the whole eventual Cost; 
| while, by the ordinance, they limited the amount of 
capital to be invested at $300,000, and showed that the 
| profits of the works would, after that expenditure had 
| been made, be sufficient to supply the remainder, and 
extend the pipes as-fast as prudence would dictate. 
Upon a review of all circumstances, your committee 
are of opinion, that a proper understanding of all facts 
in relation to gas lighting, as they really exist, is all that 
is now required to banish from the minds of their fellow 
citizens, who now oppose it, all hostile feelings, and 
render the adoption of the plan as popularas that pride 


* See Report, vol. x. p. 187, 
+ See p. 33 present volume, 
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of our city, the Water Works. To those who recol- 
lect the excitement which existed when those works 
were projected, and which are now so deservedly popu- 
lar, can feel no surprise at any expression of hostility 
to a project, which our citizens have been assiduously 
taught to believe is fraught with every species of-evil, 
without a redeeming quality, and with the merits of 
which they are to this day unacquainted. 

The best evidence of good to result, is to be obtained 
by experience; and as we have the means of bringing 
this plan to the test of experiment at a moderate ex- | 
pense, and without risk of loss, your committee would | 
recommend that Councils should limit their views, in the | 
first instance, to the lighting a part of such streets as 
are occupied by stores and public buildings—say, 
parts of Market, Chesnut, Second, Third, and Fourth- 
stveets. To this end, the works should be commenced, 
as suggested, on Schuylkill. But one gasometer placed 
on Dock-street lot, and the connecting main, with five | 
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There has been no instance in this city during the 
existence of the Gas Company (eight years) of any 
considerable loss of property by the explosion of gas. 
The Gas Company state, that one hundred dollars would 
repay all the property ever injured by such cause— 
—no serious injury has ever been sustained by any 
person—nor has any explosion ever taken place at 
their works, or about their pipes—no loss of life has oc- 
curred in any way connected with their operations. 

Any other informatior within my reach, which you 
may wish to obtain, will be communicated with plea- 
sure. Lam, sir, respectfully yours, 

GIDEON LEE, Mayor. 
Committee of Councils on Gas Lighting, Philad., 


Letter from Hon. Charles Wells, Mayor of Boston, to 8. 
V. Merrick, 
City or Boston, Jan, 22d, 1853, 
Sir—Your letter of the 18th inst. was duly received. 


or six miles of pipe laid; the expense of which will be | In answer to your inquiries allow me to say, that the 
covered with about $90,000. By limiting the pipes to | last fall, the gas works in this city took fire and burnt 
the centre of the business population, a very large | the roof entirely off; great fears were entertained at the 
revenue in proportion to the expenditure will easily | time of the fire for the safety of the neighborhood, as 
accrue, and our fellow citizens will have ample oppor- | the impression prevailed very generally that an explo- 





tunity of forming a correct opinion in relation to the 
expediency of prosecuting the work to completion. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
Philadelphia, 14th Feb. 1833, 


Letter from Hon. Gideon Lee, Mayor of New York, to 
S. V. Merrick, Esq. 
Mayon’s Orrice, 
New York, Feb. 13, 1833. 

Sir—The letter you addressed to me on the 17th 
January last, was placed in the hands of the committee | 
of lamps and gas of this corporation, to prepare the | 
answers ‘to your inquiries on the subject of gas lighting 
in New York—that letter has been mislaid among the 
multiplicity of documents in their charge, but lam now 
enabled to reply thereto. 

To the first of your queries, 

Has there been any increase in the number of fires | 
in your city since the introduction of gas lights—and if | 
so, do you attribute the increase to the gas? 

If answer—I am not aware that there has been any 
increase in the number of fires since the introduction of 
gas lights: nor can any of the fires that have taken 
place be jointly attributed to their use. | 

2d. Has there been any instance in which houses are | 
known to have caught fire from gas: and if there has, | 
on what evidence does the assumption of the fact rest? | 

All the accidents occurring from fire and attributed 
to gas lights, as far as I have ascertained, would have | 
happened equally from the use of lamps or candles.— 
Indeed, the newspapers have charged one accident to 
the use of gas, where none was within the building: 
and others where the gas was found slopped after the 
fire had been extinguished, 

$d. Doyou consider the introduction of gasinto build- | 
ingsas more dagerous than the use of lamps or candles? | 

I do not. Our insurance companies, who are the | 
most competent judges in this matter, charge no addi- | 
tional rate of premium on buildings lighted with gas, | 
considering them at least as safe: as a proof of this, the | 
following are so lighted:—All our theatres within the | 
gas limits—nine of the churches and session rooms— | 
the Custom House and Post Office—the principal ho- | 
tels, &c. viz: City Hotel—Washington Hotel—Clinton | 
Hall—Masonic Hall—Tammany Hall—Webb’s Con- | 
gress Hall—Niblo’s Congress Hall—Adelphi Hote!l— | 
North American Hotel—Pearl-street House—Franklin 
House—Military Hall, &c. &c.—lKeading Rooms—Ball 
Rooms—-Libraries—Bankers’ Ofhces—Printing Offices 
—Museums, &c. &c. 

4th. Has there been any instance within your know- 
ledge of great loss of property—loss of life—or serious 
injury by the explosion of gas, in the works or pipes? 





| 
| 





sion would take place, but, to the great surprise of all, 
no accident occurred. Soon after the fire, the subject 
was brought before the city council, and referred to 
a committee, who, after a full investigation of the 
whole subject, made a report that was quite satis- 
factory to the government, and I believe to the 
citizens generally, a synopsis of this report was 
published in some of our newspapers, a copy of 
which is enclosed. You will pardon me, for send- 


_ing you a reply to your inquiries in this shape; but 


presuming it contains in some degree the information 
you are in pursuit of, and quite as much 4s it is in my 
power to communicate in any other manner, is my apolo- 
gy for adopting this course. I may further state, that 
the insurance companies in this city have not raised 
their rates of insurance in consequence of the intro- 
duction of gas-lights into some of our houses and 
stores. 

This fact { think will convince you that the risk of 


| fire is not incurred by this mode of lighting buildings 


in their opinion. If any other information in my power 
to give relative to the subject will be of service to you, 
it shall be communicated. 
With great respect, 
CHARLES WELLS, Mayor, 
To S. V. Merrick, Esq. 


Letter from Hon. Jesse Hunt, Mayor of Baltimore, to 
S. V. Merrick. 
Mayor’s Orrice, Jan, 24th, 1833. 

Dear Sir—I have received your favor of the 17th 
instant, and have given to the subject the examination 
and reflection which its importance merits. I will now, 
with pleasure, answer the questions which you have 
propounded, 

1st Question.—** Has there been any increase in the 
number of fires in your city since the introduction of 
gas light? and if so, did you attribute that increase to 
gas?” 

Answer—In my opinion, there has not been an in- 
crease of fires in our city since the introduction of gas 
light. 

"Od Question.—‘* Has there been any instance in 
which houses are known to have caught fire from gas, 
and if there has, on what evidence does the assumptiun 
of the fact rest?” 

Answer.—I do not know of a single instance of a 
house being seriously injured by fire proceeding from 
gas light; on inquiry, however, I am told that one case 
occurred in consequence of the gas light having been 
placed too near the ceiling; of course, an oil lamp in 
the same situation would have produced the same ef- 
fect, 





1833. } 
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$d Question. —“ Do you consider the introduction of | confined to the edifices in which it was manufac- 
gs as more dangerous than the use of lamps or can- | tured.” 
es?” 


Answer.—It is my decided opinion that gas light is 
less dangerous than that of lamps or candles. 

4th Question. —“ Has there been any instance with- | 
in your knowledge of great loss of property, loss of | 
life, or serious personal injury by the explosion of gas 
in works or pipes?” 

Answer.—I do not know of a single instance of loss 
of life, or serious personal injury in consequence of 
the explosion of gas works or pipes. I have known of 
several slight explosions in consequence of apertures 
in gas pipes, but in every case itis believed to have 
been the result of manifest inattention. The gas be- 





This concurs with the opinion of Sir Humphrey 


Davy, Mr. Wollaston, and other scientific men, who 


were examined in 1823, before a committee of the 
House of Commons in England, and all experience since 
has shown ils soundness. 

The third specification of complaint was the annoy- 
ance to the neighbors from smoke, smell, and soot. 
On this point, between ¢hirty and forty witnesses were 
examined before the committee. Their statements 
were various as to the existence and degree of annoy- 
ance from these sources. One would assert, that he 
and his family were often suffocated with the stench of 
the gas, his rain water spoiled by the soot, and his 


comes extremely offensive before the requisite quantity | clothing, hung out to dry, stained and spotted with the 
to produce the explosive mixture can combine with the | particles of black from the chimney of the gas works; 
atmospheric air, to such an extent as to render an ex- | while his next door or opposite neighbors declared that 
plosion at all probable, and of course it can always be | they and their families had experienced none of these 


prevented by turning off the gas. 
Very respectfully yours, &c. | 
JESSE HUNT, 
Mayor of Baltimore. | 


GAS WORKS. 

This subject, which has occupied so much of the 
time and attention of the committee of the aldermen, 
in the investigation of the complaint against the gas | 
works, is now set at rest, we trust, by the result of that | 
inquiry. 

The grounds of complaint against the gas works | 
were four: Ist. Injury to health. 2d. Danger of ex- | 
plosion. 3d. Annoyance by the smell, smoke, and | 
soot. 4th. Depreciation of real estate. The two first | 
points were conclusively settled by the opinion of the | 
consulting physicians, (Doctors Warren, Shattuck, | 
Shurneff, Randall, and Hayward,) whose advice was } 
taken by the committee, and who unanimously declared, | 
**that no facts have come to their knowledge in this or | 
any other city, which warrant the belief that these | 
works are dangerous to health; so faras regard epi- | 
demics produced by atmospheric influence, they pre- | 
sume that the decomposition gaing on in these works | 
would have a tendency to correct or destroy atmosphie- | 
ric miasmata, which produce epidemic diseases.”’ This | 
opinion is corroborated by the fact stated in the French | 
journals, that in Paris, where the cholera raged with 
greater violence than in any other city in Europe, the | 
neighborhood of the gas works was comparatively free | 
from its influence and ravages. The uncommon good | 
health enjoyed by all the persons employed in the works | 
in this city, including the proprietor who is there daily | 
from six to ten hours, also demonstrates the groundless- | 
ness of this complaint. 


The danger of explosion was shown to be equally | 
imaginary. The gas is contained in a tub or vat called | 
a gasometer, constructed of thick plank, surrounded 


with numerous iron hoops of great strength; the bot- 
tom of this vessel is filled with water to the depth of 





annoyances, or had perceived only some of them ina 
very slight degree; this too was by persons equally the 
proprietors of the estates they occupied, and equally 
interested in getting rid of the gas works, if they were 
really a nuisance. Nothing, therefore, like ‘*a common 
nuisance” could be made out from such contradictory 
testimony. 

‘The last ground of complaint was the depreciation 
of real estate since the erection of the gas works in 
1828. This was much urged on the consideration of 
the committee; and it was stated by different witnes- 
ses variously—some fixing the reduction in value as 
high as 35 per cent., and others descending gradually 
to 10 percent. It was shown, however, by Mr. Rob- 
inson, that in Ward No. 1, to which all the grievances 
complained of are confined, there has been a steady in- 
crease in the valuation of the real estate in the last ten 
years, with the exception of the disastrous year 1830, 
(that ‘* year of famine” to the proprietors of factories) 
when it was a little reduced. In 1823 the whole real 
estate in the ward was valued at $831,400, and in 1832 
at $1,189,600. It was also shown, that during the pe- 
riod since the erection of the gas works, purchases of 
lands in that quarter had been made to the amount of 
$287,000; and that, instead of any depreciation in 
price, within a few months, land adjoining the estate of 
Mr. Robinson had been purchased by gentlemen resid- 


| ing in the ward, at a price higher than he gave for the 
gas works land. 


It was urged by the proprietor of the gas works that 
a removal of them was impossible; all the great ducts 
and arteries which were laid down under the streets, 
being adapted to the present location of the manufac- 
tory;—that in London, and very many other cities 
and. towns in Great Britain, and on the continent, works 
of this nature have been established, and generally 
were to be found in the heart and centre of the popu- 
lation;—that so long ago as 1822, there were six com- 
panies in different parts of London, who worked more 
than eleven hundred retorts, while here, only eight had 


19 feet, and in it is suspended a bell of plate-iron, rivet- pe ea sere maggie Pienaar 


el and made air tight. 
bell through the water, and has no communication | 
whatever with the external air, except by the supply | 
pipes; when the bell is filled for the first time, there is | 
a mixture of gas and atmospheric air in the gasometer, 

which is explosive, but this is only fora few minutes, 

and can never occur again, for the atmospheric air is | 


; 


forced out through the supply pipes, by the gas, and | 
is consumed in the burners. 

The physicians, on this subject, say—‘‘ The carbur- | 
etted hydrogen gas which is used for lighting cities, | 
eannot burn, much less explode, except it be mixed with | 
oxygen gas; that a mixture, sufficient to produce an | 
extensive inflammation and explosion should suddenly | 
occur, is highly improbable. If such an explosion of 


the gas did take place, we presume its effects would be | 


The gas is introduced into the | 


delphia, and Baltimore, the gas works were located in 
central and populous places, and had been in operation 
for years, without complaint;—that upwards of five 
hundred public and private buildings in this city are now 
lighted with gas, the fixtures for which had cost the 
consumers $30,000;—that the moral effects from the 
use of gas in lighting the streets, and thus preventing 
assaults and crimes, for which always darkness ts sought 
by the perpetrators, had been largely experienced in 
England, and warmly acknowledged, both by the com- 
mittee of parliament, and by Sir Robert Peel, when 
Secretary of State—and that a prohibition to his carry- 
ing on his works in their present location, would be 
equivalent to their entire destruction. 

The committee, (Henry Farnam, John Binney, and 
Jabez Ellis, Esqs.) after much consideration, made 
their report; which, after stating the complaint, and 
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dispose of the two previous to my appointment to my present office, in 
first, (and by far the most serious ones, if they were | virtue of which all the public streets and parts of streets 
well founded, ) by reference to the opinions of the fa- through which the pipes of the Gas Light Company 
culty and the scientific men abroad; and, in conclusion, have been extended, are lighted by that company—-the 
they say, that *‘ Under all the circumstances of this-| expense is no greater to the city than when the same 
important case, after carefully examining the notes of | portion of the streets was lighted with oil; the light is 
witnesses, and considering all the documents, they be- | much superior, and the use of it much more satisfactory 
lieve that those who live very near said works are occa. | to the police of the city, and to the citizens. No com- 
sionally annoyed and subjected t» inconvenience,and no | plaint of any kind has ever been made to the police of 
doubt to some depreciation in the value of their real | any inconvenience or injury as resulting from the manu- 
estate; still, when the whole city is included, these gas | facture or the use of gas. 

works are a convenience to the inhabitants. In fact,| Asan individual citizen of Baltimore, I have observed 
the committee believe, that the introduction of gas | with some attention the progress of the manufacture of 
lights into this city isa great public benefit, and they | gas for lighting the public streets, and the buildings, 
cannot close their report without stating further, that | public and private, in Baltimore. Complaints were 
the cities in England have derived great comfort and | made for some time after the commencement of the 
convenience by the use of gas lighting, and as a means | manufacture, by those who resided in the immediate 














of police much benefit has been derived from the intro- 
duction of this light into their streets and lanes. The 
committee are aware, that this report will give offence 
to some of their fellow citizens whom they highly re- 
spect; but having honestly and unanimously arrived at 
the above conclusion, they cannot for a moment hesi- 
tate to declare it. The committee are of opinion, that 
the mayor and aldermen havea supervisory power to 
regulate and control said gas works, and should use it 
whenever public safety and convenience require, but at 


the present time it does not require their interfer- 
ence,” 


Letter from John Yates Cebra, Esq. to John Moss, Esq. 
New York, 26 Dec. 1831. 
John Moss, Esq. 


Dear Sir,—In replying to your inquiries respecting | 


gas—I can state with confidence, and in a very few 
words: 

Gas is generally approved of and used in all the lower 
part of this city—drawing a line from Canal-street to 
the Battery. Canal-street is as high up as the present 
Company have permission to lay pipes. 

There is nothing offensive arising from the use of 
gas, but dike oil, may become so, unless proper care is 
taken, 

Private families use it, and in almost every new and 
fashionable house now putting up, it is introduced. 

Such an establishment is desirable in all large cities 
—our contracts for post and pipes have all been made 
with yr. Mr. Richards. 

A new Company has been formed, and received a 
charter last winter for the upper wards, and the pipes 
will be laid down the moment they close their contracts 
with our corporation for lighting the city lamps. 

The anxiety of our citizens is extreme to have pipes 
laid down for gas, in place of oil. 

The present price or cost of lighting acity lamp as 
regulated by the price of oil—now cost $5 12-100 per 
lamp. 

With wishing you and your family, and the president 


of your board, a merry Christmas and a happy new 


year, 
Iremain yours, with respect and esteem, 
: JOHN YATES CEBRA. 
I am not directly or indirectly interested in gas stock. 
J..¥. @. 


Létter from Hon. Jacob Small, Mayor of Baltimore. 
Mayor’s OFrice, ¢ 
Baltimore, Dec. 13, 1826. 
To J. K. Kane, Esq. Philadelphia, 

Sir—Your letter addressed to me as Mayor of the city 
of Baltimore, requesting information on certain points 
respecting the manufacture and use of gas in this city, 
for the purpose of lighting the public streets, has been 
duly received, and I comply with pleasure with your 
request. : 


Officially, I have no other rig of the subject | 


of your inquiries, than the existence of a contract made 


x 


| neighborhood of the factory, that the smell was offen- 
| sive; and, occasionally, it was complained of by those 
who used it in their stores; it was represented to be 
particularly offensive, when, from any defect in the 
pipes, it escaped without being consumed. All these 
| complaints have long since ceased: so much improve- 
| ment has been made in the manner of purifying gas, 
| that I find from inquiry, the consumers are €ntirely 
| satisfied, and that no offensive smell is perceptible in 
| the houses where it is consumed, except when there is 
| a defect in the pipes, arid a portion of the gas escapes. 
| From my own observation I can state, that the smell in 
_ the vicinity of the factory is not more offensive than in 
the neighborhood of tan yards, soap factories, and va- 
| rious other factories in the city. Ihave not heard of any 
| complaint respecting the sewer or culvert by which the 
refuse matter is carried off from the factory, and there- 
, fore conclude thatthere is no cause of offence from that 
source. 
No accident has ever occurred to my knowledge in 
| this city from the manufacture or use of gas, nor can I 
learn that there is any accident or injury happened 
worthy of notice. The use of it in houses is not con- 
sidered as increasing the risk by insurers against fire, 
and all who use it unite in stating it to be more cleanly, 
convenient, and free from trouble than any other de- 
scription of light. The supply since the last improve- 
ments in the factory is certain, sufficient, and regular, 
and I can with certainty state it to be the general im- 
pression of the citizens of Baltimore, that the intro- 
) duction of gas light into our city is highly beneficial to 
| the public. : ‘ 
The time necessarily employed in making particular 
| inquiries on some of the points mentioned in your letter, 
has delayed this answer longer than it was intended. 
If any other information on this or any other subject 
is desired, which you may suppose in my power to 
_communicate, I shall with much pleasure answer your 
| inquiries. 
| Tam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
| JACOB SMALL, 
Mayor of the city of Baltimore. 


| Letter from Jno. J. Palmer, Esq. President of the New 
| ork Gas Light Company. 


*Q 


New York, January 26, 1853. 


|S. V. Merrick, Esq. 
| Sir—Ihave read the ‘ disastrous detail’* of accidents 
| published in the Philadelphia Gazette, and said to have 
been occasioned by the use of gas lights. It is probable 
' that those in other places are as much exaggerated as 
| the instances stated to have occurred in this city. But 
| for your information, I will now take them up in the or- 
| der they have been presented, and give you the facts 
/in each case as far as they can be obtained from the 
parties interested; where this is impracticable, from the 
| best information to be got. 
1, **Anetlipse. New York—Chatham street, with- 
iin and without, left in perfect darkness by ‘an ob- 
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struction in the pipes, as well as Chatham theatre,” | 
&e. &e, 

This eclipse took place in 1825, almost immediately 
after the Gas Company commenced its operations, | 
There was no stoppage in the pipes; but the supply of 
gas was really found to be deficient, and notice of the 
circumstance was given early in the evening to its con- 
sumers. This disaster therefore is frankly admitted; 
but I believe such a case has not occurred since, 

2. ** Great loss by fire.—50,000 dollars lost by fire, 


occasioned by the gas not being properly stopped, | 


escaping from the pipe and igniting at the coal grate.” 

I addressed a note to Mr. N. Smith Prentiss, the 
owner of the premises alluded to, and enclose his re- 
ply marked No. 2. Ihave also ascertained that after 
the fire, the gas was found to have been shut off be- 
tween the stere and the street main, 

3. “The theatre took fire from a flaw in the gas 
pipe, Nov. 1826.” 

The person who directed the lighting of the theatre 
alluded to, explains the cause of that trifling matter in 
a note marked No. 3. 


4. “*New York.—A shop window in the Arcade set 


on fire and destroyed by a bottle of Cologne water fal- | 


ling on the gas light.” 

The person occupying the store alluded to, explains 
this disaster by the statement No. 4. The use of gas is 
still continued by Mr. Hart. 

5. ** Store No. 654 Broadway, Mr. Harrison,a few 
moments after lighting his gas, the gas receded, burning 
to the meter in the cellar and exploded with a noise 
equal toa 12 pounder, &c. Mr. H. much burnt.” 

This Mr. Harrison (who has left the city) had just 
taken possession of the premises, and attempted to use 
the gas lights without application to the company, the 
fixtures, &c. for that purpose being left in the store by 
a former occupant. Having turned on the gas by open- 
ing the stop-cock in his cellar; and finding it would 
not ignite at his burners, in searching for the cause, he 
set fire to the stream of gas flowing into his cellar. He 
was not aware that the connexion between his premises 
and the main had been removed. It is not true that the 
gas receded, for no gas passed into the tubing—or that 
any such explosion took place—or that Mr, Harrison 
received the smallest injury—or that any thing was 
burnt except the cob-webs at the cellar door, 

I examined the premises the following day and re- 
ceived the information from Mr. H. who had the con- 
nexion restored and lighted his store with Gas. 

6th. “‘New York, May 30, store corner of Broadway 
and Chamber street—contents destroyed, valued at 
$15,000, supposed from Gas in the rear of front window. 

This supposition is probably incorrect, from the state- 
ment given by Mr. Ayman the occupant, marked No. 6. 

7th. New York. Explosion of Gas at the Masonic 
Hall, Nov. 1852—threw down chandelier and consider- 
able portion of the ceiling on the company assembled, 
one severely and many slightly injured. 

The tubing for conveying the Gas to some of the 
Lodges had been improperly led through a small dark 
closet in the third story, where a stop cock was placed. 
This becoming lose, an escape of Gas had been observ- 
ed for some time, but was neglected. A servant ap- 
proached the closet with a light to turn on the Gas, and 
ignited that collected within the closet. He was forced 
back from the door, and the concussion loosened a piece 
of the plaister from the ceiling in the room underneath. 
No chandelier fell—not a person in the assembly below 
received the slightest injury and the business of the 
meeting proceeded as usual. 

These I believe are all the accidents, brought forward 
by the opposers of Gas lights applicable to New York. 
The fears and prejudices of this community are daily 
giving way to reason and experience, like steam-boats, 
rail roads and other improvements, this mode of lighting 
must overcome all obstacles, and come into general use 
here, as it has done in Europe. 

Vor, XI. 18 
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Some of the paragraphs from London papers are too 
ridiculous to notice. 


. 1 am, sir, yours respectfully, 
JOHN J. PALMER. 


New Yonk, Jan. 24, 1833. 
John J. Palmer, Esq. President New York Gas Cov. 


Sir—I have never before seen the statement headed 


| Great Loss by Fire,” contained in your note of yester- 


day, nor can I imagine with whom it originated. 
It has always been my belief that the Gas Fixtures in 
| the store in Broadway, in no way contributed to the de- 
} struction of the premises, and have uniformly so stated 
| my conviction. 
| We have recently had the Gas introduced into our 
premises, No..45 Maiden Lane; and believe that with 
'ordinary prudence it is more safe than either oil or 
| candles, Yours respectfully, 
N. SMITH PRENTISS. 
siang 
| The accident in the Gallery of the Bowery Theatre, 
occurred while the lighting of the Gas was under my 
| direction. A trifling escape of Gas under the floor of 
| the Gallery was carelessly set on fire by the man em- 
| ployed to light the burners, and owing tothe diffi- 
| culty of access to that part of the house some time 
| elapsed before the Gas could be shut off, and the floor 
| being filled with shavings done some trifling injury to 
the Gallery. But did not interrupt the performance of 
| the evening, or prevent the Gallery from being open as 
usual. STEPHEN B. DEAN, 
New York, Jan, 26th, 1833. 
New York, Jan. 24, 1833. 
| Having been requested to state the cause of the fire 
| which occurred in the year 1827, in the store, No. 7 
| Arcade, then occupied by me, and whether the gas 
'should be condemned as the occasion of said fire, I 
| most unequivocally state, that the same result under 
| corresponding circumstances, would have been produced 
| from the use of any other description of light. A bot- 
| tle containing a quart of Cologne Water had been placed 
'on ashelf directly above andin the range of the gas 
| burner. The heat caused the fluid to expand until the 
| bottle burst. ‘The spirit then took fire, from coming 
|in contact with the flame and communicated it to the 
| other inflammable articles contained in the window. 


| R. D. HART. 


} 


I hereby certify that the destruction of property in 
the store at the corner of Broadway and Chamber street, 
occupied by me in May last, was nof occasioned by the 
use of Gas Lights, but to the best of my knowledge and 
belief by the carelessness of the clerk: and that I have 
ever since continued the use of Gas Lights in the same 
store,believing them to be at least as safe as Oil Lamps. 

New York, Jan, 23, 1833. JOHN J. AGNUE, 


From the York Republican. 
ATTORNEYS OF YORK COURT. 

The following list of the attornies who have been ad- 
mitted to the York Bar, was originally published in the 
Marietta Pioneer, and was taken from a manuscript 
‘* History of the Town and County of York, Pa.” The 


names of these admitted since the list was made, are now 
| added. J. L. M. 


| Extract from a manuscript ‘* History of the Town and 
County of York, Pa,” 

| Among the attornies who were admitted at York, up- 
on the first opening of the courts of the county, were 
William Peters, John Lawrence, George Ross, David 
| Stout, John Renshaw, &c. Those who have been ad- 
mitted since, are, : 

Edward Shippen, admitted April 30, 1751 

| John Mather, jr. April 30, 1751 
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Samuel Morris 
Joseph Galloway 
Hugh Bay 

Thomas Olway 
William Parr 
David Henderson 
Samuel Johnson 
James Bisset 
William Atlee 
William M’Clay 
Lindsay Coates. 
James Reed 
Jasper ¥eates 
Andrew Allen 
Alexander Wilcox 
Henry Eleves 
Richard Peters jr. 
Stephen Porter 
James Sayre 
Robert Gilbrait! 
William Sweney 
Edward Biddle 
James Wilson: 
Jacob Moor 
Thomas Hood 
Jacob Rush 
Stephen Watte 
Col, Caspar Witzal 
Christian Hoake 
Thomas Hartly 
John Hubley 
James Lukens 
David Grier 

David Espy 
Andrew Scott 
Peter Zachariah Loyd 
Andrew Ross 
George Ross, jr. 
John Reily 
Robert Buchanan 
John Stedman 
John M’Gill 
Thomas Smith 
Charles Stedman 
David M’ Mecken 
Jasper Ewing 
William Barton 
James Wilson 

Col. Thomas Hartley 
Maj. John Clark 
George Noarth 
Col. William Bradford 
Stephen Chambers* 
James Hamilton 
Col. Robert M’Gaw 
Stephen Porter 
Thomas Smith 
John Lawrence 
Mathew M’ Alister 
Jobn Wilkes Kitters 
James Riddle 
Jacob Hubley 

Ross Thompson 
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Sa 


July 30,'1751 
do 


Jan. 28, 1752 
April 25, 1753 
do 
July 29, 1755 
Oct. 28, 1755 
Jan, 23, 1759 
July 24, 1759 
April 28, 1760 
Jan. 29, 1765 
April 30, 1765 
May 29, 1765 
July 23, 1765 


Oct. 22, 1765 
do 
do 
Oct. 27, 1767 
dam. 24, 1769 


do 
April 25, 1769 
do 


do 
do 
July 25, 1769 
July 24, 1770 
April 23, 1771 
do 
do 
July 23, 1772 
April 28, 1772 
July 28, 1772 
July 27, 1773 
do 
do 
Oct. 26, 1773 
do 
Jan. 25, 1774 
do 
do 
Oct. 25, 1774 
April 25, 1775 
Jan, 26, 1779 
do 
April 27, 1779 
we 3 “iy 1779 


Apri 24, 1781 


July ¢ 4, 1781 

July 23, 1782 

April 29, 1783 

July 29, 1783 
do 


Oct. 28, 1783 

Jan. 25, 1785 
do 

April 26, 1785 








* Mr. Chambers was a native of Ireland, whence he 
¢ame to this country before the Revolution. During 
the war of our independence he signalized himself as 
a warm and worthy friend of the country; and after- 
wards was honored with several exalted stations in 
Pennsylvania. Among other things it may be mention- 
ed that he was one of the council of censors in 1783, 
and was a member of the state convention in 1787. On 
Monday, the 11th May, 1789, he received a wound in a 
duel fought with Dr. Jacob Rieger, on Wednesday mor- 
tification was discovered, and on Saturday the 16th of 
the same month, he died at his house in Lancaster. 


Andrew Dudlap 
Joseph Hubley 
James Carson 
William Montgomery 
Peter Huffnagle 
John Joseph Henry 
John Woods 

John Caldwel} 
James Hopking 
Charles Smith 
James Campbel} 
George Fisher 
John Lukens 
Ralph Bowie 
Thomas Nisb#t 
John Moore 
Mathias Barton 
John Montgomery 
James Kelly 

David Walts 
James Orbison 
Samuel Riddle 
John Smith 
Charles Hald 
George Smith 
Mathias STouglr 
David Moore 
Jacob Carpenter 
John Ross 

Samuel Roberts 
William Barber 
William Ross 
John Shippen 
Charles William Hartley 
Thomas Elder 
David Cassat 
Parker Campbell 
Samuel Scott Gilbraith 
James Smith 
Thomas Baily 
Thomas B. Zantzinger 
Robert Hays 
Joseph Miller 
Charles Hare 
Richard Brooks 
Andrew Buchanan 
James Dobbins 
John Strohman 
John M’Conaughy 
Bushnell Carter 
Charles A. Barnitz 
Henry Shippen 
John Gardner 
Jasper Slaymaker 
John Blanchard 
Samuel Bacon 
James Merrill 
Samuel Merrill 
Thaddeus Stevens 
Edwin A. White 
Daniel Raymond 
Colin Cooke 

Isaac Fisher 
Molton C. Rogers 
Edward Coleman 
William Gemmill 
Michael W. Ash 
William H. Brown 
John Wright 
James Lewis 
Daniel Durkee 
William C. Frazer 
Thomas Kelly 
Webster Lewis 
Walter Franklin, jr. 
Joseph C. Cohen 
Jacob A. Fisher 
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Oct. 25, 1785 
do 

Jan. 24, 1786 

April 25, 1786 
do 


do 

do 
July 25, 1786 
A ens, 1787 


Oo 
July 29, 1788 
do 


Jan. 27, 1789 

duly 28, 1789 

July 39, 1789 

July 30, 1789 
do 


April 26, 1790 
July 27, 1790 
Oct. 26, 1790 
Jan. 25, 1791 
Jan. 26, 17938 

do 
April 6, 1791 
do 


March 7, 1792 

June 5, 1792 
do 

Jane 6, 1792 
do 

March 2, 1793 

June 3, 1793 

Dec. 2, 1793 
do 


do 
Mareh 4, $794 
June 2, 1794 
do 
Sept. 7, 1795 
~ do 
Sept. 4, 1797 
Dec. 4, 1797 
March 5, 1798 
June 5, 1800 
do 
June 18, 1802 
June 19, 180} 
Feb. 19, 1805 
Feb. 18, 1806 
April 3, 1810 
April 2, 1811 
Noy. 5, 1811 
Aug. 4, 1812 
Oct. 21, 1814 
March 31, 1815 
April 1815 
Noy..3, 1815 
Oct. 29, 1816 
Noy. 4, 1816 
Dec. 17, 1816 
Jan. 6, 1817 
April 9, 1817 
July 28, 1817 
March 26, 1817 
do 
April 6, 1818 
May 12, 1818 
May 11, 1818 
Aug. 9, 1818 
Aug.1, 1820 
Oct. 30, 1820 
do 
Oct. 31, 1820 
Dec. 28, 1820 
Jan. 2, 1821 
Jan, 4, 1822 
March 28, 1822 
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Charles B. Penrose July 31, 1822 
John Evans Aug. 3, 1822 
Calvin Mason Aug. 5, 1822 
Henry C. Campbell Aug. 6, 1822 


Charles Worthington 
George W. Klein 
John S, Wharton 


Aug. 28, 1822 
Aug. 29, 1822 
Sept. 16, 1822 


John Bowie Noy. 4, 1822 
Eman’! C. Reigard Nov. 5, 1822 
James Findlay Jan. 7, 1823 


Henry H. Cassat 
Samuel M. Barnitz 
Edward Chapin 

F. M. Wadsworth 


April 7, 1823 
do 


April 9, 1823 
April 15, 1825 


George W. Harris Aug. 6, 1823 
John Smith Nov. 3, 1823 
James Anderson do 


Richard Porter 
Xerxes Cushman 
William C. Carter 
George A. Barnitz 
Robert S. King 
William Miller 
Morgan Ash 
James Buchanan 
David F. Lammot 
George Heckert 


Feb. 17, 1824 
July 27, 1824 
Aug. 4, 1824 
Nov. 16, 1824 
Aug. 1, 1825 
Aug. 10, 1825 
May 9, 1826 
Aug. 21, 1826 
April 2, 1827 
May 14, 1827 


William B. Donaldson Nov. 7, 1827 
William H. Kurtz Jan. 7, 1828 
Ellis Lewis Jan. 10, 1828 
James Kelly March 3, 1828 
Miner T Leavenworth Aug. 9, 1828 
Robert T. Fisher Noy. 4, 1828 
Benjamin Champneys do. 

Thomas C. Hambly April 7, 1829 
Robert M. Lee Aug. 8, 1832 
William W. Haly Sept. 4, 1832 
Ebenezer M‘Ilvaine Oct. 15, 1832 
Benjamin Rush Jan. 9, 1833 


REPORT 

of the committee to whom were referred the petitions 
of citizens of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
praying for the passage of a law authorising the call 
of a Convention to alter the Constitution. Mr. Sul- 
livan, chairman. Read in the senate, Feb. 20, 1833. 


The Select Committee, to whom were referred nu- | 





people of the commonwealth relative to the call of a 
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their frame of government, could be exerted to pro- 
duce any change, whether trivial or important, Such 
| an occurrence could scarcely be expected, except in 
cases of intolerable hardship, under an existing consti- 
tution. But if the principle above noticed be taken in 
a reasonable and qualified sense, positive action of the 
legislature would not, it is conceived, transcend its 
wuthority, 

But we have the precedent of the act of the 28th 
March, 1825, ‘* Fer ascertaining the opinion of the 


convention.” Andif we may judge from the protest 
of the members of the legislature who voted against 
that act, there were, at that time, no petitions from the 
people on the subject; yet, in that instance, did the 
people of the state recognise the act of the legislature 
in the largest popular assemblies, (at the general elec- 
tien, ) by giving 104,285 votes on the subject. 

The proposition which the committee are now con- 
sidering, presents itself with much greater force than 
that which attended the passage of the act just now 
referred to. In the present case, numerous petitions 
have been presented during the present session, and 
from almost every county in the state, and the commit- 
tee are not aware of any remonstrance against the pro- 
posed measure. The very fact of the people petition- 
ing, goes to accord to the legislature the authorityto 
propose to them means by which the opinion of the 
majority may be ascertained, and it is humbly believed, 
that nothing ia the plan proposed can possibly have a 
tendency, in the least degree, to compromit them; they 
have left to their free choice to approve or disapprove 
of the measure. 

In the case of the former vote on the call of a con- 
vention, from, perhaps, a praiseworthy jealousy and 
apprehension of danger in throwing open the whole 
constitution, (many parts of which are excellent,) into 
the power of a convention, no doubt many who voted 
against it were influenced by that fear. ‘The bill pro- 
posed points out the extent beyond which the conven- 
tion cannot pass; this is a good security: the terms of 
the bill will be the terms on which each citizen will give 
his vote for or against a convention. 

A few remarks will now be made on each of the pro- 
positions contained in the bill. 

1. The General Assembly to meet in January in every 
year, unless sooner convened by the Governor.—This 
change of the time of meeting, will obviate the custom 


merous petitions from different parts of the state, pray-| of the temporary holiday adjournments. These ad- 
ing for legislative enactments preliminary to the call of | journments, long sanctioned by custom, take place, 
a convent.on to alter the constitution, Rxrort: | under the present regulation, at a period when the le- 
That they have approached the duty assigned them, | gislature has but just got into a train of despatch of their 
with the caution and deliberation which its importance | business. The ordinary nominal time lost, is about fif- 
seemed to demand; and that the result was, a decision | teen days; but the real loss of time, from several causes, 
that the bill appended to this report, should be submit- | may be estimated at one month. This is a clear loss to 
ted to the senate for their consideration, accompanied | the state, to the amount of the daily pay and salaries of 
by some remarks on the different propositions, | the members and officers of the legislature during that 
Before entering upon inquiries relative to the pro- | period, besides a large amount of contingent expenses, 
positions in the bill, it may be proper to inquire into | accruing in the same manner as though there had not 
the propriety of originating the measure in the man-| been an adjournment. 4 
ner proposed. The bill of rights declares, that ‘*the} 2. Judges to be appointed by the Governor, for a term 
pont have, at all times, an unalienable and indefeasi- | of years. This may be considered:as a medium between 
le right to alter, reform, or abolish their government, | election for a term of years and the present tenure of 
in such manner as they may think proper.” The cor- | the office of judge, which, in reality, amounts to hold- 
rectness of this principle, it is believed, is not now, and | ing the office for life; because it is evident, from what 
never has been, denied by the people of Pennsylva- | has transpired within the last ten years, that it is next to 
nia. - 7 | an impossibility to remove a judge by impeachment, or 
The question then arises, in what manner may the | address to the governor. The facts of misdemeanor in 
incipient step towards alteration or reform originate? | office, partiality, neglect of duty, bodily or mental in- 
The answer, according to the principle above recognis- | firmity, or even immoral deportment, are not easily sub- 
ed, is, that it ought to originate with the people, Some, | stantiated in so clear a light, as to induce two-thirds of 
whose opinions are entitled to respect, maintain that | both branches of the legislature to vote an address, or 
such preliminary action can alone be legitimate, in pri-| to pronounce guilty on articles of impeachment, In- 
mary assemblies of the people. If this rule be applied | deed, from past occurrences, it would seem that, un- 
in its most comprehensive sense, then it would-seem | Jess in a time of extreme 
that nothing short of a spontaneous, universal, and si- 
multaneous rising of the people, in favor of a reform in 


political: excitement, judges 
may bid defiance to addresses and impeachments, the 
result of which would be acquittal, and an enormous 
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amount of costs for the attendance of witnesses and fees | There being no direct provision for amendment in the 
of counsel, all paid out of the treasury of the state. | present constitution, this circumstance has given rise to 

It is thought that the tenure of a judgeship, for a | the difficulties noticed in a former part of this report. 
term of years not unreasonably short or long, would on | It cannot be doubted, that such a judicious provision 
the one hand, preserve, as far as necessary, the inde- | might be made, as would, in future, facilitate amend- 
pendence of the judge, and on the other, prevent many ; ment or alteration, without endangering the cardinal 
of the evils now complained of, and which, for many | principles of our frame of government. One or two 
years, have caused much dissatisfaction among the peo- | of several ways may be mentioned.-.-Let an amendment 


ple in some parts of the state. 

A good judge would scarcely fail of a re-appoint- 
ment, if he should desire it, and one so far advanced in 
age as to be unable to perform the duties, could not 
reasonably ask it. Indeed, it would be more condu- 
cive to the public interest, to allow such an one a gra- 
tuitous salary, than to have the ends of justice frustrat- 
ed, by having only a nominal judge in a county or dis- 
trict. 

3. Prothonotaries, Clerks of the Courts, Registers and 
Recorders, to be elected for a term of years. These be- 
ing officers of the court, there does not seem to be any 
good reason why they should not be elected by the 
people, as well as the sheriffs. This change would re- 
lieve the governor from a great portion of his embar- 
rassing patronage, and would certainly be more repub- 
lican than the present mode of appointment. 

4. Justices of the Peace and Aldermen, to be elected by 
wards, districts, or townships, for a term of years. The 
remarks on the proposition relative to judges, will, in 
some measure, apply to this. By this regulation, the 
number would be graduated to the proper needs and 
conveniences of the different districts. At present, 


each new governor is pressed to make a large number | 


of appointments, far exceeding the ‘* competent num- 
ber” intended by the constitution: he is often imposed 
upon, both with regard to the necessity of the case, and 
the character and qualifications of the applicants. This 
would also relieve him from a patronage more perplex- 
ing than that which is connected with the county ap- 
pointments, and it.is believed would not prejudice the 
administration of justice. Itis always to be borne in 
mind, that the present constitution having been formed 
forty years ago, the immense increase of population, 
the large number of counties organized, and the nume- 
rous offices created by law since its adoption, have very 
much augmented the number of executive appoint- 
ments. 

5. Provision for a Common Sohool Fund. On this 
sibject, there has been so much legislation, and so lit- 
tle that can be called substantial or permanent, that to 
guard a fund so sacred, it should not be left to the fluc- 
tuation and uncertainty of legislation, but be fixed by 
the constitution; and then the people would have such 
a guaranty for its permanency, that they would be the 
more likely to contribute cheerfully to its support. 

6. Provision against Lotteries. ‘The great evils con- 
nected with lotteries are so manifest, that no argument 
is necessary in favor of fixing an insurmountable barrier 
against their being authorised by the legislature. 

7. The senatorial term to be reduced to three years. As 
the senate consists of thirty-three members, the highest 
number allowed by the constitution, this change would 
cause the term of e/eren senators to expire every year. 
At present, the expiring terms vary from eight to nine. 
The change proposed would produce uniformity, and 
it is thought the term would be sufficiently long for the 
necessary permanency of that body. 

8. A check by the Senate on all nominations for ap- 
poiniment by the Governor. ‘This is after the example 
of the constitution of the United States and some of the 
states of the Union, and is intended as a guard against 
improvident appointments. 

9. To provide for the election of a Lieutenant Governor. 
This office is intended to provide against the contin- 
gency of the death, resignation, or disability of the gov- 
ernor, and would be an office without salary, except in 
case of performing the duties of governor. 

10, Provision for amendment of the Constitution. 





be proposed by one legislature, then let it be approved 
by a vote of the people, or by one, two, three, or more 
| successive legislatures, before it should become a part 
| of the constitution. Itis always to be kept in view, that 
the proposed bill imposes no obligation on future legis- 
latures, or on the people---both will be left free to act 
as their discretion may dictate, either with regard te 
the whole, or a part of the propositions. 
The committee submit for the consideration of the 
| senate, the following bill: 


| Aw Acr for ascertaining the opinion of the people of 
| this commonwealth, relative to the call of a Conven- 
tion. 


| Sect. 2. Be it enacted, ce, That it shall be the duty 
| of each of the inspectors of votes, for the several town- 
ships, wards, and dis'ricts, in this commonwealth, at 
the next general election, to receive tickets from the 
citizens thereof, qualified to vote at such general elec. 
tions, and to deposite them in a proper box or boxes, 
to be for that purpose provided by the proper officers, 
which tickets shall be labelled with the word ‘* con- 
} vention,” and within, the words *‘ for a convention,” or 
| ‘against a convention,” and folded, delivered, and re- 
| ceived in the usual manner. 
| Sxer. 2. and be it further enacted, &c. That the 
said election shall, in all respects, be conducted as the 
| general elections in this commonwealth are now con- 
‘ducted; and it shall be the duty of the return judges of 
| the respective counties thereof, first having ascertained 
| the number of votes given for or against the calling of 
a convention, to make out duplicate returns thereof, 
| expressed in words at length, and not in figures only, 
/one of which returns, so made out, shall be lodged in 
_the prothonotary’s office of the proper county, and the 
' other sealed and directed to the speaker of the senate, 
| which shall be by one of the said judges delivered to 
| the sheriff, with the other returns required by law, to 
be transmitted to the secretary of the commonwealth, 
' whose duty it shall be to transmit the same therewith; 
and the speaker of senate shall open and publish the 
same, in the presence of the members of the two houses 
| of the legislature, on the second Tuesday of December 
next. 
| Serer. 3. And be it further enacted, &c. Thatin con- 
\ templation of voting under the provisions and directions 
of this act, cither for or against a convention, it is here- 
_by declared and understood that such voting, or any 
/consequent action relative to the call of a convention, 
| or the election of delegates, or any alteration or amend- 
| ment of the constitution, shall be confined and restrict- 
ed to the whole or any part of the following proposi- 
| tions, that is to say: ’ 
| First—The General Assembly to meet in January in 
‘every year, unless sooner convened by the Governor. 
| Seeond—Judges to be appointed by the Governor for 
a term of years. 
| Third—Prothonotaries, clerks of the courts, regis- 
| ters and recorders, to be elected for a term of years. 
| Fourth—Justices of the peace and aldermen to be 
| elected by wards, districts, or townships, for a term of 
years. 
Fifth—Provision to be made for a common school 
fund. 
Sizth—Provision against lotteries. 
Seventh—The senatorial term to be reduced to three 
years. 
Eighth—A check by the Senate on all appointments 
by the Governor. 
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Ninth—To provide for the election of a Lieutenant Captain Trathen was furnished with similar instruc- 
Governor. tions as were given to Capt. Hayes, and there is every 

Tenth—Provision for amendment of the constitu-| reason to suppose that these gentlemen, who are both 
tion, persons of highly respectable characters, will accom- 
plish the objects of their missions in such a manner as 
td justify the confidence reposed in them by the com- 
mittee, and to the satisfaction of the benevolent donors 
of the funds. 






















CAPE DE VERD ISLANDS. 
Ata meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia and ad- 


eee aes The total amount collected is $10,572 03 
joining districts, held at the Mayor’s Court Room, on the ; ‘ 

25th of February, 1833; to receive the report of the The total amount expended is $10,362 40 
Committee of Superintendence of the funds of the Se ties Al tina ole Sten eee 
Cape de Verd Island Charity, and to hear a communi- sitting Poe 209 63 





cation from Thomas Hayes, Esq. commander of the 
brig Emma— 

On motion of Josiah Randall, Esq. John Swift, Mayor 
of the city of Philadelphia, was called to the chair, and| o-- ¢. ; h Sy Bg thal 
James J. Barclay, appointed Secretary. refrain from cHpreeeg a hope, that the lessings of 

The following report of the committee of superin- those ready to perish from want, will be considered by 
tendence was submitted by Nicholas Biddle, Esq. and the liberal donors a sufficient compensation for their 
adopted by the meeting. praiseworthy efforts in this cause of humanity. 

The committee appointed by the meeting of citizens - 7 ee ae —_ ape the re- 
of the city and county of Philadelphia, held on the 18th | “'P* © — rane rom: the following 
of October, to devise means to afford relief to the suf- hes Inhia. 20th F is oe SWIFT, Chairman, 
fering inhabitants of the Cape de Verd Islands, having Eaece pa a se 
completed the object for which they were appointed, — 
beg leave to report: STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS. 

That having received funds from the city and from 
the adjoining districts, they were enabled to despatch ee ene 
the brig Emma, Capt. Hayes, from this city, with a| Upper Delaware Ward = - ~—-_- $167 98 
cargo consisting of the following articles of provisions, | Lower do. do. - + S74 44 


-____,-l 


and which was received in sundry sums after the sur- 
plus fund was forwarded to New York. 
The committee in concluding their report, cannot 
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viz: High-street do. - - 528 87 
3,592 bushels of corn 272 bbls. corn meal se mg ne “nag ae 
302 bbls. navy bread 58 do. beans D 7 a “1 334 take sea 4 £ 
246 do. potatoes 104 do. mackerel clon. Mulberry ae. od ai oa oe i 
15. G0... paws Sop baton, ao South do. do, - - 587 80 m4, 
2 do, beef 24 bbls. do. North ae 2 - 503 75 ‘ft ig 
2 do. pork 25 bbls. herring Middle as. ; 137 50 : } 
1 half bbl. pork 1 do. dried bread Soutt “a cd da i ei 
10 bbls. middlings 31 do. flour Sees aa ae oad a re 
1500 gunny bags aS PUMA. do. New Market dai? sng Tog et 
of the value of $5,983 51, to which must be added| Cedar do. ; - 124 00 ie 
freight and primage, $1,356 85, paid here, making a} pine do. oo gp ag 2 o 
total of $7,340 36. $5 932 98 * s ay 
This vessel sailed on the 19th November last, her a a <j 
commander being instructed to call at the island of St. NORTHERN LIBERTIES. ce 
Antonio, and then to take the other islands in regular| Pirst Ward - - - - §$ 98 58 ie | 
course, and to distribute the supplies to those most in| Second do. - . - ogee ca cE 
want, and to take the counsel and advice of the civil| Third do. - g beity ‘ 31 50 Boa 
authorities and the most respectable inhabitants of the| Fourth do. - g g 7 99 50 me a 
respective islands. Nothing has since been heard of} Fifth do. - y ‘J - 135 77 ee 
this vessel, there not being sufficient time elapsed to| Sixth do. - n d 31 50 ue A 
allow of information from the islands, Seventh do. - Z 3 4 6 25 .. 
There being a surplus of funds after the departure of — $518 85 a 
the first expedition, and the information from the Cape | East Kensington, - ¢ . : 9 61 62 Me ‘ 
de Verds continuing to represent the distress of the in-| Southwark, —- ‘ a : 35 50 ee 
habitants to be of the most appalling nature, the com- | Moyamensing, - : z G ‘ s 16 00 ; H 
mittee were induced to renew their efforts to procure | Penn Township and Spring Garden i 216 25 4 
the means of a second cargo, and which, with the libe-| Roxborough, - : Ot TY - 9 00 ‘i 
ral aid from Wilmington, Delaware; Trenton, Burling- Reading, ai ; é u 3 re 266 67 . & 
ton, and Cold Spring, New Jersey; and from the follow- | Frankford, - ~ - - ° ‘ 100 00 ‘i 
ing cities and towns within our own state, viz: Read-| Wilkesbarre, - 3 : . . : 164 13 : Ei 
ing, Frankford, Wilkesbarre, Kingston, Plymouth, Kingston and Plymouth, “ é 2 27 87 ie i 
Mifflintown, Lewistown, Chester, Norristown, Bedford,| Miftintown, - - - - - .- 57 00 oY 
Easton, Piquea, Lancaster, Harrisburg, Greensburg, | Norristown, - . - - : u 8 00 i (i 
Pittsburg, East Whiteland, and Coudersport, they were | Lewistown, - “ . S ‘ 2 95 00 3 ' 
enabled to accomplish, and on the 26th December they | Bedford, PR, 1 yee WAS 15 90 . 5 
despatched another vessel, the brig Forrest, Capt. Tra-| Easton, ee : - a 222 75 
then, with the following articles, viz:—345 bbls. Indian| Cold Spring, Cape May, (N. J.) -— - 30 00 i 
meal, 345 bbls. bread, 200 bbls. corn, and 110 bbls. | Burlington, (N. J.) - . - - 65 00 ty 
potatoes, of the value of $2,611 60. Subsequently, a} Lancaster city, (Penn.) c i 330 00 | 
sum of $106 37 was received from W. B. Reynolds, | Piquea, Lancaster county, - - - 60 00 ‘ 
Esq. Boston, as a surplus fund of the committee inthat|Greensburg, - - - - - - 10 00 , 
city, which, with sundry small additions received from | Pittsburg, : 3 : 4 i 250 00 a 
other sources, enabled the committee to remit $300 to | East Whiteland Township, ae a ° 50 00 if 
New York, and which was invested in a cargo that was|Smethport, — - - : : - - 10 00 Z 
loading there for the same ob ject. Coudersport, - : ‘ . u i 500 
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CHURCHES. IsLe oF Maro, Carz Dz eas. tt 
Episcopal Church of St. John, January 2d, 1833, 
” = an . Bro . $ 44 12 To Robert Ralston, Esq. and others, committee. 
irst Independen ure ad- , aan 

street, f . ach ‘ : N L =" = eee with your request, and agreeably to 
Ger fohed “os ones Cemich, ett em’ my own feelings, I avail myself of the first leisure mo- 
Sixth Pres y erian aan , 79 12 ment since my arrival among these islands, to inform 
First q + a - " 80 56 you of my proceedings, &c. in regard to the disposal of 
ae ns: nt ° 57 56 the charitable trust reposed in me by the citizens of 
om th a. om £ atelind 95 67 Philadelphia and its vicinity. Our passage-to the is- 
— aa ao. : ' 90 00 land of St. Antonio, the first at which we touched, 
caren rm ae. 5 ovour lian an was short, though very rough and boisterous, having 
First do. do. Ken’gton, 37 45 pores ” ct " eg d hoenied. be 
test a do. P.T’nship, 25 48 n approaching the land we were boarded by a 


whale boat, with six men, one of whom was a_ pilot— 
he informed us that he had orders from the owner of 
the boat to board any vessel that might pass in sight of 


Holy Trinity German Catholic Ch. 37 62 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Ken- 


sington, . . , , 25 78 the island, and inform of the distressed situation of its 
Sree? Sapte, Soenwers> F if inbnbitente. His accounts surpassed any thing we had 
. i + > 


dreamed of, but I was then inducedjto believe that 
they were much exaggerated; we shortly arrived at the 
N. E. point of the island, where the Custom House is 
located, and the only place of anchorage on this side of 


Methodist Congregation Sunday 
School of Germantown, - 43 00 
First Colored Wesley Methodist, 13 00 


First Universalist Church, - 15 45 the island. The appearance of the place at which the 
German Lutheran Church, Frank- ” 67 pilot proposed anchoring was sufficient to alarm, there 
eit te sealed . 36 99 being no protection from either the wind or sea, and 18 
raed cee 86 00 fathoms water close to the rocks, Not satisfied with the 
erman . - 


pilot’s assurance of its safety, I determined to go on 
shore for further information. On landing, I was met 
by the collector of the customs, Mr, J. C. Ferreira, and 
was shortly surrounded by some 40 or 50 poor misera- 


St. Paul’s Church, - - - 86 84 
Presbyterian Church, Frankford, 40 25 
German Lutheran Congregation of 





St. Michaels, - - . S2 82 ble creatures, who were reduced to mere skeletons. 
German do. do. at Whitemarsh, 15 00 The accounts given me by Mr. F, fully corroborated 
German do. do. at Barren Hill, 7° those of the pilot; indeed, the appearance of those poor 
German do. do. at Nicetown, . 2 17 fellows who met us on landing was sufficient evidence 
Presbyterian Church, Trenton, 53 00 (as far as regarded themselves) of their starving condi- 
First Presbyterian Church, N. L. 19 50 tion, though the collector informed, that it was nothing 
St. Paul’s Church, = - ¥ as in comparison with what we might expect to see, Fa- 
Methodist Church, - - - 1171 mine, and all its dreadful consequences, had spread 
First Baptist Church, = - - 60 02 over the island; of a population of 26,000 souls, 9,000 
Union Bethel Church, Harrisburg, — 5 00 had died of absolute starvation, 

First Reformed Presbyterian Ch. 58 16 Some of the scenes which Mr, F. related to me as 
Associate congregation, - - 31 00 having passed under his own observation, were dread- 
Second Baptist Church, Southwark, 25 00 ful, and could hardly be credited, but by those who 
Second Presbyterian Church, do. = 7 50 could in some measure witness them. Instances had 
Five Churches at and near Harris- been known of the living even devouring the remains of 
burg, ~ : . - 128 76 those who had died before them. On my informing 
Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church him of the object of my visit, he could scarcely credit 
of West Philadelphia, . 20 38 it, and assured me that it would save the lives of : at least 
$1,618 01 | fou; thousand people, who were then ina state of star- 

Boston Surplus Funds, - - - 106 37 | vation; he also confirmed my own opinion of the danger 
Part proceeds of Young Misses’ Fair, 51 00|to be apprehended from anchoring, and advised my 
Sundries through Kev. T. G, Allen, - ° 8 00/ keeping under way until morning. The most unplea- 
A number of small sums, composing .|sant part of my visit now remained for me to witness, 

—— items, were received from The poor creatures who had met me on landing having 

individuals by different members followed us to the Custom House, and overheard our 

of the Committee of Superin- conversation,returned with me to the boat,and it was with 
tendence, which, for the sake the greatest difficulty I could prevent them from imme- 
of brevity, the committee do not diately filling it, notwithstanding my assurance of send- 
particularize, amounting to. - - 245 00 |ing something at once to relieve their pressing wants. 
Donations in produce were received One poor fellow in particular, after having been driven 
: from thirty-five different sour- out of the boat several times, when he found that she © 
ces, embracing potatoes, pork, had pushed off, and was absolutely beyond his reach, 
ship bread, dried bread, beans, burst into tears, and continued making motions with his 
beef, mackerel, middlings, corn hands, indicative of his wants. On reaching the brig, 
meal, and flour, on which a [immediately despatched a boat with some bread for 
value was placed in the aggre- their relief. 
ateof - - - = = + 757 08} On the following morning we anchored close to the 
But for the reason mentioned in the shore in 18 fathoms water, an2 immediately commenc- 
preceding paragraph, are not ed discharging; in the course of the day discharged 
enumerated, 500 bags of corn; 153 barrels of navy bread; 16 barrels 





of flour; 27 do. corn meal; 41 do. potatoes; 4 do. beans; 
$10,572 03|14 do. pork—this was attended with the greatest dan- 
——|ger, the brig rolling gunwales too, nearly all the time. 

JOHN SWIFT, Chairman. | Mr. F. was of the opinion that this quantity was suffi- 
Philadelphia, Feb, 20, 1833. cient with economy, to support the most distressed, for 
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at least two months, in which time they hoped to have | now the pleasure to address you, they have not been 
it in their power to raise something, as there had been | much afflicted, but several of the inhabitants of the 
frequent rains within the last two months, and the earth | islands of Brava and Fogo having come here, induced 
had began to yield its fruits. This supply came to them | me to bring a small portion of my cargo, which I have 
most providentially, as the poor creatures had of late, | placed in the hands of a committee for proper distribu- 
wherever they could find any thing growing,appropriat- | tion. The island of St. Jago has been amply provided 
éd it to their own use, and then before it had arrived at | for by brig Susan, from New York, from which island 


maturity, every thing eatable was considered by them | the others in its immediate vicinity will no doubt be sup- 
as coramon stock; robberies in this way were an every | plied. 


day occurrence, indeed the old saying that “ necessity 


knows no law,” was fully verified here. I regretted | than I had originally intended. 


sincerely that it was not in my power to have supplied 
them more amply, but the wind changing in the even- 
ing, and the sea increasing, obliged me to get the brig 
under way and send her off shore. These provisions | 
left in the hands of Mr. Ferreira the collector—Mr. Oli- 
veira his deputy—the Chief Justice—the Pastor of the 
district, and the Governor of the Island—with particu- 
lar instructions as to their distribution to the most needy. 
At the pressing solicitation of these gentlemen I remain- 


ed on shore, so as to have it in my power to visit the | 


principal town, distant about six miles—we set off 


about 6 P. M. and arrived at the town about 7, af- | 
ter passing over a most dangerous road; here we were | 
entertained in the most hospitable manner by Mr. F. 
‘and his family. While at supper and during the whole | 


evening, our ears were assailed by the distressing cries 
of the poor creatures begging in God’s name for some- 
thing to eat; this Mr. F. assured us was to him no new 
thing, and that he frequently got up from his frugally 
supplied table, and allowed the provisions such as they 
were, to be distributed among them. The news of our 


arrival, and the object of our visit spread rapidly | more than 15,000 souls. 
through the town, and surrounding country—so that | factors. 


on our return to the point, we overtook hundreds of 
these poor people travelling there to receive the rations 


which we intended distributing on our arrival. Some | 


too weak to withstand the fatigue of the journey, were 
laying down by the side of the road, and begged of us 


as we passed not to appropriate the whole,as they would | 


soon be able to reach the point. On our arrival we 
found about 1000 persons already mustered; and at 12 
o’clock, we commenced distributing to them, and in a 
few hours had given food to over a thousand poor per- 
sons—fearful of their making an improper use if we 
gave them too much at once, we were sparing in this 
distribution, limiting it to a small measure of corn, 


' 














I have been much more lengthy in this communication 


Hoping that the man- 
ner I have performed the trust reposed in me by m 


fellow cittzens, will prove satisfactory to all those who 
in any way contributed, 


I remain, with esteem 
Your ob’t serv’t, 


THOS. HAYES. 
I forward by this conveyance, a letter from the chief 


| judge of the island of St. Antonio, as also a statement 


in the Portuguese language, of the distress of that 

island, all of which I hope will come safely to hand. 

To the illustrious Citizens of Philadelphia and its vi- 
cinity. 

The President and Senate of the Island of St. Anto- 
nio, in behalf of the inhabitants, acknowledges with 
heartfelt gratitude, the receipt of the provisions that 
you have been pleased to send to alleviate the suffer- 
ings of the people he represents, who were much dis- 
tressed for the want of them. 

The famine, which still continues, having carried off 
May God preserve our bene- 


I remain with the greatest respect, 
and in behalf of the people, 


MANOEL ANTONIO GONZALES, 
Island of St. Antonio, Oct. 18, 1832. 


A statement of the sufferings of the inhabitants of St. 


Antonio, one of the Cape de Verd Islands, by the ra- 
vages of famine. 


The fatal germ of famine first began to bud in the 
month of March, 1831, and by a steady gradation attain- 
ed so frightful a growth as to destroy by an approximate 
calculation, near 15,000 victims’ The scarcity of fruits, 


(about a quart, ) and three biscuit—any attempt of mine | Owing to the want of water at those places, where the 
to depict the appearance and distress, would fall far | ground in the months of April, May, and June, must 
short of the reality; grains of corn and small pieces of | be watered, and the like want of rain in July and Au- 
bread which were dropped by accident in this distribu- | gust, plainly foretold the future fate of the Island, It 
tion were picked up with avidity; not a grain of corn or | seemed as if the four elements had combined in a league 
crumb of bread was lost; after witnessing this painfully | the better to effect the complete annihilation of the 
interesting scene we repaired on board, taking with us | ill-fated inhabitants. Rain which was wont to be plen- 


the prayers and blessings of them all. 
We now directed our course towards the island of | 


tiful in the months of August and September, was eag- 
erly, but in vain looked for. The seeds and plants 


Bona Vista, the central and windward-most of this | which the husbandman with so much toil and care, had 


groupe, where we arrived in 40 hours—here the distress 
at no time had been so pressing as at the island before 
mentioned, owing to the frequent intercourse with fo- 
reign vessels. The civil governor, Mr, Martinez, was 
residing at this island; this circumstance, together with 
the fact of its offering greater facilities for the proper 
distribution of part of the cargo left, to the end intend- 
ed by the generous contributors, induced me to remain 
and discharge. A few days after my arrival, a small 
schooner arrived from the island of St. Nicolas, with 
most distressing accounts, and in search of provis‘ons; 
we immediately loaded her, and had the pleasure of see- 
ing her leaving the port the next morning with a fair 
wind, The provisions left at Bona Vista are in charge of 
Mr. Martinez, the governor already mentioned, jointly 
with Mr. Sursa, the American Vice Consul, both gen- 
tlemen of known benevolence and respectability, with 
a copy of the instructions I received from you, as to 
their proper distribution, which I have no doubt will be 
fully complied with. At the island from which I have 


committed to the ground, produced disappointment and 
despair. The intense heat of the sun in October 
scorched, burnt, and utterly destroyed all sorts of fruit- 
ful vegetation. 

Here began the work of famine! Its ravages spread 
into every corner of the island—individual property 
was no longer respected, and men, as famished lions, 
laid the country waste; whatever plants or seeds had 
escaped the combined rage of the elements, at once 
disappeared before them. The want of labourers, 
seeds, water, and naval resources, served to sharpen the 
instrument of death, Calamities were increased in pro- 
portion to the wants of the people, and things arrived 
at such extremes that not even places fit to bury the 
dead could be had, and hardly sufficient assistance in 
this work of charity,so much so that burning was resort- 
ed to, and (hard to say) part of those half burnt victims 
were eaten by their starving fellow creatures! The 
plague was hourly expected by the surviving, owing to 
the corruption of the dead. A man was however found 
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who, having till then led a licentious life, became an | the truth, and dispel the comparative uncertainty that 
example of Christian charity,and attended to the dispo- | accompanied the relation. 

sal of the dead. Famine and death continued with dou. It is now too fatally proved that the kindness of this 
ble vigour in the following year, owing to the causes al- | community “has not ,been unwisely or unprofitably in- 


ready stated, dulged. The bounty which it cheerfully gave, has 
This is a faithful statement of the condition of the | reached its destination, and has, to a certain extent, 
Island of St. Antonio, on the 18th December 1852, performed its generous office. It has found real and 
Signed JULIO CANDIDO FENA, unexaggerated suffering—it has administered patial re- 


JOAQUINA JOZE OLIVEIRA. | lief, and has excited the throb of gratitude in many a 
| bosom. Every report has been more than realized. 
J. R. Ingersoll addressed the meeting in an impres- | Want and wretchedness have been witnessed, and are 
sive manner; made an eloquent appeal in behalf of the | 20 longer to be made the subject ofa doubt. They 
suffering inhabitants of the Cape de Verd Islands, and | have continued to lay waste the land. Changing, in 
offered the following resolutions, which were seconded | Some degree, the nature of their attacks, their fury 
and ably advocated by Josiah Randall,and unanimously | and fierceness has not been sensibly abated, Exces- 
adopted by the meeting. sive droughts have yielded only to excessive floods. 
The wants of the suffering inhabitants of the Cape Famine stil retains its mastery. Death has dealt fast 
De Verd Islands, as it has been communicated to this | his blows, and thousands and ten thousands have fallen 
meeting, appearing tu continue by a new calamity, of | beneath his stroke. The wretched survivors see no 
an overwhelming flood, and believing that the sympa- | relief from suffering—no escape from the fate of their 
thies of the citizens of Philadelph‘a, and the adjoining | departed and unburied companions, exceptin the kind- 
districts, are still so much alive to distresses so unparal- | ness and sympathy of their brethren of distant realms. 
leled, it is My fellow citizens! the appeal is made to you. It 
Resolved, Thata new effort be made to raise funds | needs only a comparison between the condition of these 
by ward and district committees, and by any other unhappy Islanders, and our own, to prevent the appeal 
means which can be devised, for the purpose of de- | from being made in vain. This globe which we inha- 
spatching, as early as possible, a further supply of pro- | bit—this vast circumference of human habitation, ex- 
visions. | hibits every variety of residence and subsistence, from 
Resolved, That the committee of superintendence, | the fertile and self-producing plain, which yields its 
and the ward and district committees appointed at a | Spontaneous fruits, like those of Eden, to the barren 
former town meeting, be requested to continue their | shore or inhospitable mountain, which denies to the 
services, in the furtherance of this all important ob- | sturdiest industry, the return even of grain for grain, 








ject. | Yet man is the instrument and not the disposerof his des- 
On motion, Resolved, That the proceedings of this tiny. He has been thrown by an inscrutable providence 
meeting be published. | upon the fertile field, or the bare or barren rock, and 


On motion of Mr. Biddle, Resolved, That the thanks{of | he must there abide his good or evil fortune—his smil- 
this meeting be presented to Capt. Hayes, for the able ing or his frowning fate. This inequality of condition 
and judicious manner in which he has discharged the , gives to some a right to ask assistance, and places 
trust confided to him. /upon others a corresponding obligation to bestow it. 

On motion, Resolved, That the chairman and secre- | It creates a debt to which nature herself has set her 
tary be authorized to convene this meeting when they | s¢al. 


shall deem it expedient. | This is the debt, which we, my fellow citizens are 
On motion, the meeting then adjourned. /now called upon to pay—a debt which all redundant 
JOHN SWIFT, Chcirman. blessing owes to those to whom direct blessings are 

Jamus J. Bancrar, Secretary. |denied. These poor Islanders have their lot cast on 
ae |rocky shores, where the earth yields little to the ut- 


co iat s | most labor, and that little is precarious and uncertain in 
SKETCH OF MR. INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS. its character, We cultivate a soil rich and prolific in 
I beg leave to offer a resolution on the subject of the | all that is necessary for the subsistence and comfort of 
report which has just been read, and I sincerely wish | mankind. They suffer under a sickly sky, and breathe 
that greater’ numbers were here present to second it 22 unwholesome air, We inhale an atmosphere vital 
with their voices,their hearts, and their hands. Charity | With vigorous health, and bask in beams, than which 
isalways amiable. It is generally praise-worthy, even in | the sun sheds none brighter, They groan under a go- 
its most liberal indulgence. Yet it sometimes pauses in | Vernment at the least arbitrary and despotic, and now 
the exercise of its kind and generous propensities, be- | rendered impotent by the chaos of anarchy and civil 
cause it doubts the claims of the objects which are | war. We walk abroad under the protection of laws 
presented to it, and entertains a reasonable fear, lest its | which impose no restraints upon the virtuous, and se- 
fayours may be injudiciously bestowed. Such was the | cure to us enjoyments which nothing human can take 
feeling which prompted, while it restrained the former | 2Way. ; . , 
impulse in favor of the sufferers, whose continued dis-| A small portion of these blessings dispensed to our 
tresses have brought us again together—which opened | suffering brethren, will not affect our abundant stores, 
the hand at the tale of sorrow, and yet forbade the free | and yet will cheer their sinking hearts, animate their 
dispensation to which it was disposed. There was on | decaying hopes, and give life to their almost despairing 
that, as there is on every such occasion, wisdom in a | exertions. It may, under divine providence, dispel the 
well regulated beneficence. Indiscriminate and incau- | Clouds of adverse fortune, and usher in a brighter and 
tious charity may even cease to be a virtue, It may a better day. It will, we may fairly hope, enable them 
not only misapply its lavish profusion upon the unde- | to gather together supplies which will serve them until 
serving, but may diminish or absorb the abundant | the dark hour of adversity has passed, and their accus- 
en, which, if directed through their proper chan- | tomed seasons shall return. 
nels, would gladden the heart and relieve the distresses | <——___.__ OOOOOOOSEOEEOEe 
of the siieieandas and soothe the sorrows even of the On Thursday night, there was a fall of snow to th 
destined victims of calamity. With the kindness which | depth of about six inches ona level; as there was a 
formerly relieved in part, the sufferings of the afflicted, high wind at the time, it drifted a good deal. 
was mingled a natural desire to ascertain whether the 
sad story of their woes was well founded. At the same | : ‘ 
time that the heaft yielded to its laudable impulses in | The Moyamensing Bank was opened for business on 
favor of benevolence, it provided means to investigate | Monday last. 








